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ANTICIPATION IN LIBRARIANSHIP 


Thoughts on the Grahamstown Conference, September, 1961 


THE BASIC principle of librarianship can be 
summed up in one word: Anticipation. 
Anticipation is both pre-vision and pro- 
vision. It implies seeing ahead what the 
needs of an ever-changing community will 
be. It also implies the invention of methods, 
techniques and instruments for satisfying 
those needs. These activities require an in- 
telligent appreciation of facts, a determina- 
tion to discover what the facts are, and in 
addition, imagination and courage. 


To-day, more than ever, the quality of 
anticipation is essential to South African 
librarianship. It has been clear for some 
years that the pioneering stage in the devel- 
opment of libraries in our country is com- 
ing to an end. In some ways this is to be 
regretted: the future will not hold the 
satisfaction derived by the individual lib- 
rarian from adventurous improvisation. In- 
stead there will be careful planning for 
attaining clearly defined ends. 


Some years ago the South African Library 
Association devoted a full conference to 
taking stock of present library conditions 
in South Africa. It was found that since 
the founding of the Association some thirty 
years ago library conditions have changed 
radically. This change was in many respects 
due to the efforts of the Asociation itself 
and more in particular to the growing pro- 
fession of librarians. The substantial con- 
tributions of laymen, members of the As- 
sociation and others, must also be remem- 
bered with gratitude. The change has also 
been due to the general social and economic 
progress of the country and to the demands 
for library service resulting from the devel- 
opment of scientific research enterprise, 
particularly since the end of the Second 
World War. 


From our discussions evolved the con- 
ception of libraries, not as isolated institu- 
tions — each serving its own community 
large or small — but as units of a national 
system, each retaining its own identity but 
contributing to the effectiveness of the whole. 


The past three conferences have been 
devoted mainly to making our ideas con- 
cerning the future shape of librarianship 
clear to ourselves. In the report on the 
work of the Action Committee presented 
to the Grahamstown conference by the Hon. 
President of the Association the main trends 
were clearly sketched. 


Equally important were the discussion 
and resolutions concerning the Associa- 
tion’s own future. In the new library world 
which is coming into existence, the South 
African Library Association will have to 
play a different role from that performed 
in the past. 

Its work in connection with the training 
and certification of librarians has been one 
of the most outstanding contributions of the 
Library Association to South African lib- 
rarianship. This task has gradually been 
taken over by the universities. In itself this 
process must be regarded as a proof of the 
enhanced prestige of the library profession, 
of librarianship as a scientific discipline, and 
of the realisation of the importance of lib- 
raries as instruments in social education, 
the training of scientists and scholars and 
in scientific research. To many of our col- 
leagues the idea that the Association will 
now gradually discontinue teaching and 
examining future librarians, will be a sad 
thought. On the whole it can hardly be 
questioned that this step will benefit the 
profession. 
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For more than a decade the Association 
has been hampered by an obsolete and in- 
adequate constitution. This conference has 
taken the courageous step of adopting a 
new constitution in the form of a draft 
bill of parliament which will be promul- 
gated after scrutiny by legal advisers. The 
new constitution is not revolutionary. It is 
indeed little more than a codification of the 
actual practice of the Association revised 
where necessary to ensure consistency. 


The main changes are: 


Personal members of the Association are 
divided into ordinary and professional 
members with the addition of two new 
categories: viz. honorary and correspond- 
ing members. (Ordinary members become 
professional members on application pro- 
vided that they have passed a University 
examination more or less equivalent to 


the present Intermediate Examination of 
the Association.) 


The legal personality of the Association 
is vested in the Association as such and 
is excercised by Conference (as a legally 
constituted open meeting of the mem- 
bers) and Council (as a body elected by 
the vote of all members of the Associa- 
tion who choose to excercise their right 
to vote). 


The status of sections, such as the Public 
and Provincial Library Section, is clearly 
defined as being that of special sessions 
of conference. Section Committees are de- 
fined as standing committees of Council. 


In its new constitution the Association 
will have an instrument that will enable it 
to act with greater proficiency than in the 
past and to adapt itself more effectively to 
emerging conditions. 


MISS JOSEPHINE ETHEL WOOD 
(Continued from p. 52) 


But the true history of the South African 
Library for the Blind is also the life story 
of Miss Josephine Ethel Wood. It is the 
story of brilliant talent devoted to the 
service of her country. It is the story of 
many years of hard work and of untiring 
effort to bring knowledge and entertain- 
ment and new ideas into the dark lives of 
many hundreds of blind people in all corn- 
ers of our country. It is the story of un- 
failing resourcefulness and drive and dili- 
gence. It is the story of a truly fine librarian, 
and it is to this distinguished librarian that 
we wish to pay tribute tonight. 


JOSEPHINE ETHEL WOOD — in re- 
cognition of your outstanding services to 
the cause of librarianship in South Africa 
and in appreciation of your superb example 
of a life-time of service to mankind which 
will always remain an inspiration to South 
African librarians, it is now my privilege 
to confer upon you the Honorary Fellow- 
ship of the South African Library Associa- 
tion. 


(Continued from p. 80) 
much of considerable moment has been 


competently and forcefully uttered, and 


that it needed saying. Admirable is the fear- 
lessness, the punch and power of the criti- 
cism; and pleasing the certainty that even 
the laziest or haziest mind is likely to be 
jolted into some hard thinking. 


COWEN, D. V. Liberty, equality, fraternity 
—today. S.A. institute of race relations. 


This 17th Hoernlé memorial lecture de- 
livered by the Professor of Comparative 
Law at the University of Cape Town, pre- 
sents a crisp analysis of the South African 
racial situation from the liberal point of 
view. One feels that some of the points 
made could have benefited from further 
substantiation, but then it is only fair to 
bear in mind the limitations inherent in a 
lecture, and it can be asserted that despite 
these limitations, the address is a fine 
example of clarity, in regard to both 
reasoning and style. It certainly has the 
required tone of authority and the ad- 
mirably unobtrusive stamp of learning. 


(Continued on p. 64) 
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PRESIDENSIELE REDE OP DIE SESTIENDE JAARLIKSE KONFERENSIE 
VAN DIE SUID-AFRIKAANSE BIBLIOTEEKVERENIGING, 


GRAHAMSTAD, 19 SEPTEMBER 1961 


deur 
H. M. RoBInson, 
President, S.A.B.V. 


Dit Is gebruiklik dat die strekking van die 
Voorsittersrede tydens ons jaarlikse kon- 
ferensies inspirerend en bemoedigend moet 
wees. Ek hou my graag aan hierdie tradisie 
en verklaar met trots en dankbaarheid dat 
die biblioteekprofessie vandag waarskynlik 
meer erkenning geniet as ooit tevore; dat 
biblioteekdienste in die algemeen van ower- 
heidsweé meer aandag en simpatie geniet as 
ooit tevore, en laastens dat u Vereniging 
oor die afgelope jaar ’n veelbelowende be- 
drywigheid en lewenskragtigheid aan die dag 
gelé het. Ek hoop dat u uit wat ek vanog- 
gend hier gaan sé voldoende bewyse vir 
hierdie bewerings sal put. 

Sonder om my enigsins die reg aan te 
matig om vir u te wil preek, moet ek egter 
uit die staanspoor verklaar dat die eintlike 
doel van my rede vanoggend gaan wees om 
*n ernstige beroep op u te doen om in be- 
lang van ons professie en die gemeenskap- 
like saak wat ons dien, saam te staan en 
te werk soos nog nooit tevore nie. Ek is 
bevoorreg om vandag waarskynlik ’n beter 
perspektief van die Suid-Afrikaanse Biblio- 
teekwese te hé as die meeste van u. Wat 
die algemene begrip van ons werk en taak 
betref, verkeer ons seker vandag op die 
kruin van die golf. Maar hierdie uur van 
ons voorspoed is waarskynlik ook die mees 
kritieke tydperk van die Suid-Afrikaanse 
biblioteekwese; van ons professie en van 
ons Vereniging. Die land is gereed vir groot 
ontwikkelinge op biblioteekgebied. Beide 
in ons individuele inrigtings en in die Ver- 
eniging het ons groot dinge aangepak wat 
feitlik seker is van ’n suksesvolle verloop; 
maar die taak is geweldig groot en ons 
geledere is ontsettend klein. 

In Julius Caesar staan daar: 

,L here is a tide in the affairs of men, 

Which, taken at the flood, leads on to 

fortune; 

Omitted, all the voyage of their life 

Is bound in shallows, and in miseries’. 


U ken die aanhaling almal maar ek wil 
tog aan die hand van ’n paar voorbeelde 
vir u bewys dat dit vir ons professie en vir 
ons Vereniging nog nooit tevore so ’n ak- 
tuele waarheid bevat het as juis vandag nie. 

Die groei en ontwikkeling van die biblio- 
teekbeweging in ons land het vir ons in 
hierdie konferensies oor die afgelope paar 
jaar die vrymoedigheid gegee om groot 
dinge aan te pak wat die wese van ons 
Vereniging baie pertinent gaan raak en wat 
daarop gemik is: om ons_professionele 
solidariteit te verhoog; om ons beter toe te 
rus vir die taak wat voorlé en om ons Ver- 
eniging die nodige middele en status te gee 
wat nodig is om ’n veel groter invloed uit 
te oefen op die toekomstige beplanning van 
ons biblioteekdienste op nasionale vlak. Die 
beslissings het almal van u gekom. Die 
Administratiewe Raad, die Uitvoerende 
Komitee, die Onderwyskomitee en ander 
komitees van die Vereniging het slegs uit- 
voering gegee aan die besluite wat in begin- 
sel deur die Konferensie self geneem is. 
Ek wil graag ’n paar hiervan kortliks be- 
handel. U het besluit — 

(a) dat die toekenning van die Diploma 
van die Vereniging geskei moet word | 
van die Sociaat; 

(b) dat die Vereniging sy opleidingsfasi- 
liteite behoort te oorhandig aan ’n 
instansie wat beter daarvoor toegerus 
is; 

(c) dat die Grondwet van die Vereniging 
hersien moet word; 

(d) dat daar grondige ondersoek ingestel 
moet word na ’n hele aantal aspekte 
van beter samewerking tussen die 
verskillende biblioteke van die land; 
en 

(e) dat daar ’n Nasionale Konferensie 
van Biblioteekowerhede op die hoog- 
ste vlak belé moet word om op ’n 
vrywillige basis die toekomstige bib- 
lioteekpatroon van die land te beplan. 


Alt 
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SKEIDING TUSSEN DIE DIPLOMA EN DIE 
SOCIAAT 


Tydens die Potchefstroomse konferensie 
het u met ’n oorweldigende meerderheid 
besluit dat die verwerwing van die Diploma 
van die Vereniging of van ’n erkende gelyk- 
waardige sertifikaat voortaan nie meer 
outomaties sal lei tot die verwerwing van 
die Sociaat van die Vereniging nie. Ek sé 
,oorweldigende meerderheid’’ want mnr. 
Kennedy en ek was feitlik die enigste twee 
teenstemme. Hieraan is reeds uitvoering 
gegee en wanneer ons in die loop van hier- 
die konferensie oorgaan tot die hersiening 
van die Grondwet sal u versoek word om 
vaste beslag te gee aan die grondslag waar- 
op die toekenning van die Sociaat in die 
toekoms sal geskied. Dit is egter noodsaak- 
lik dat ons ons by hierdie geleentheid dui- 
delik rekenskap gee van die praktiese im- 
plikasies van hierdie stap vir ons Vereni- 
ging. Uit die aard van die saak sal dit die 
aanvaarding en vertolking van ons sertifi- 
kate bemoeilik. Dit is deur jarelange toe- 
wyding bereik dat die titel F.S.A.L.A. taam- 
lik algemeen deur biblioteekowerhede aan- 
vaar en erken is as dié van ’n persoon met 
die volle Diploma van die S.A.B.V. of van 
’n kwalifikasie wat deur die Vereniging as 
gelykstaande daarmee erken word. Voort- 
aan sal dit nie meer die geval wees nie. 
Dit is derhalwe nodig dat ons almal saam 
sal help om die ware betekenis van die 
Sociaat van die Vereniging bekend te stel. 


STAKING VAN OPLEIDINGSKURSUSSE 
EN EKSAMENS 


Die opleidingskursusse van die S.A.B.V. 
is in die vroeé dertiger jare ingestel by 
ontstentenis aan enige ander fasiliteite in 
ons land. Op die Sakelys van hierdie kon- 
ferensie verskyn daar ’n mosie van die 
Onderwyskomitee dat hierdie taak voortaan 
geheel aan die universiteite oorgelaat word. 
Die saak sal later behoorlik ingelei en aan 
die orde gestel word vir oorweging. In hier- 
die stadium wil ek slegs konstateer dat die 
Vereniging altyd met trots sal kan terugkyk 
op sy prestasies op hierdie gebied en dat 
ons dankbaar is dat ons universiteite tans 
in so ’n mate voorsiening maak vir die 


- opleiding van bibliotekarisse dat ons ons 


hieraan kan onttrek. Daar is vanuit die 
standpunt van die Vereniging egter twee 
praktiese implikasies wat ek in hierdie sta- 
dium onder u aandag wil bring: 

(i) dat dit die geldelike vermoé van die 
Vereniging baie pertinent sal raak. Laat my 
toe om vir goed ’n wanindruk van die gras 
te probeer maak. Daar is dikwels in die 
verlede beweer dat die Vereniging moreel 
fouteer om sy Sekretariaat met behulp van 
sy onderwys- en eksamen-gelde in stand te 
hou. Die bewering is foutief. Vir die ad- 
ministrasie van sy korrespondensiekursusse 
en eksamens moes die Vereniging ’n sterk 
sekretariaat daarop nahou en hierdie sekre- 
tariaat was ook beskikbaar om bepaalde 
ander take ten behoewe van die Vereniging 
in die algemeen te verrig. Op grond van sy 
onderwysbedrywighede was die Vereniging 
dus in staat om die rieme in die algemeen 
’n bietjie breér te sny en om dinge aan te 
pak wat vir so ’n klein vereniging sonder 
opleidingsaktiwiteite en die daarmee ge- 
paard gaande organisasie nie moontlik sou 
gewees het nie. 

Baie jong biblioteekwerkers het by die 
Vereniging aangesluit bloot om die kursusse 
te volg en om die eksamens af te lé. Hulle 
lidmaatskap hou slegs ’n paar jaar stand 
en daarna verdwyn hulle van die toneel. 
In die studierekords van die Vereniging is 
daar letterlik honderde sulke gevalle. Tog 
het hierdie groep tydelike studente gesorg 
vir ’n taamlike standvastige bykomstige lede- 
tal — ongeveer 15 tot 20 persent van die 
totale ledetal van die Vereniging. Hierdie 
ledetal — benewens die bykomstige studie- 
gelde gaan voortaan verval tensy elkeen van 
ons hom aktief daarop gaan toelé om te sorg 
dat lede van ons personeel en ons medewer- 
kers en belangstellendes ook lede van die 
Vereniging word en bly. Ek wil in hierdie 
stadium aankondig dat ek dit in elk geval 
as ’n onbestrede mosie voor hierdie kon- 
ferensie sal moet 1é om die affiliasiefooie 
aansienlik te verhoog indien ons na 1962 
’n doeltreffende Sekretariaat in stand wil 
hou. 

(ii) Die tweede implikasie van die af- 
skaffing van die kursusse is dat dit ’n diep- 
gaande invloed op die aard en die status 
van die Vereniging kan hé. Terwyl die Ver- 
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eniging self in opleiding betrokke was kon 
hy enersyds nie heeltemal objektief staan 
teenoor die ander opleidingsinrigtings nie, 
maar het hy andersyds vanweé die algemene 
aanvaarding van sy eie kursusse en sertifi- 
kate ’n status geniet wat hy met die staking 
van sy eie kursusse nie mag prysgee nie. 
Indien u die mosie wat voor u gaan dien, 
goedkeur, sal ons almal moet meehelp om 
te sorg dat daar dadelik ’n akkrediterings- 
liggaam in die lewe geroep word en dat die 
bevoegdheid om te akkrediteer in die hande 
van die professie — d.w.s. van die Vereni- 
ging gaan bly. 

Op inisiatief van die Vereniging is daar 
reeds ’n paar jaar gelede ’n informele ko- 
mitee saamgestel bestaande uit een ver- 
teenwoordiger van die Onderwyskomitee 
van die Vereniging en van elkeen van die 
Universiteite wat opleiding in Biblioteek- 
kunde aanbied. Hierdie Komitee het lang 
samesprekings gevoer om ’n duidelike beeld 
te kry van die bestaande opleidingsfasili- 
teite in die land en ook om ’n basiese leer- 
plan of ,,Core Curriculum” vir ’n kursus 
in die Biblioteekkunde uit te werk. Die ge- 
dagtes van die komitee in verband met die 
vereistes van so ’n basiese leerplan het voor 
die Administratiewe Raad van die Vereni- 
ging gedien en ons hoop dat die Komitee 
spoedig ook aanbevelinge sal verstrek in 
verband met die skepping van die nodige 
fasiliteite vir akkreditering. 


DIE HERSIENING VAN DIE GRONDWET 
VAN DIE VERENIGING 


Sommige van u sal u herinner dat ons 
in 1949 ’n poging aangewend het om die 
grondwet van die Vereniging te hersien met 
die oog op registrasie as ’n Maatskappy 
met beperkte aanspreeklikheid. Hierdie po- 
ging was nie suksesvol nie en vir ’n hele 
aantal jare moes ons ons die huidige grond- 
wet met al sy tekortkominge laat welgeval. 
Op u sakelys verskyn ’n nuwe konsep- 
grondwet wat later aan die orde gestel sal 
word en wat trouens die hooftaak van hier- 
die konferensie sal wees. In hierdie stadium 
wil ek dus slegs sé dat ek hoop ons dit 
met groot voorspoed en sukses sal kan af- 
handel aangesien dit onontbeerlik is indien 
die S.A.B.V. na die Nasionale Konferensie 
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werklik sy belangrike plek moet volstaan. 

Indien ons van die Nasionale Konferen- 
sie werklik ’n sukses wil maak sal daar 
vanuit ons professionele liggaam ’n baie 
sterk stukrag moet uitgaan. Maar verder: 
ek sal aanstonds daarop wys dat die Na- 
sionale Konferensie nie eensklaps afgehan- 
del kan word nie. Inteendeel, as ons die 
biblioteekdienste van die land op ’n vry- 
willige grondslag suksesvol wil beplan en 
opbou, dan het ons daarvoor ’n sterk ko- 
ordinerende en beplannende liggaam nodig: 
’n liggaam met die nodige regspersoonlik- 
heid, met die nodige status en aansien en 
vertroue. As ons met die Nasionale Kon- 
ferensie en met ons beoogde program van 
biblioteeksamewerking wil voortgaan, is die 
hersiening van ons grondwet om die Ver- 
eniging op ’n vaste grondslag te plaas ’n 
onontbeerlike voorvereiste. 

ONDERSOEK NA BIBLIOTEEK- 

SAMEWERKING 

Ons vorige Konferensie is gewy aan 
Biblioteeksamewerking en die Aksiekomitee 
het by daardie geleentheid aan u verslag 
gedoen oor sy werksaamhede. U het ’n 
dertiental voorstelle van die Komitee ge- 
wysig en aanvaar en na die Aksiekomitee 
terugverwys. In die Jaarverslag van die 
Vereniging vir 1960/61 word die bedry- 
wighede van die Aksiekomitee oor die af- 
gelope jaar in breé trekke gerapporteer. 
Ek wil egter graag van hierdie geleentheid 
gebruik maak om ’n paar woorde te sé 
in verband met die verloop van die onder- 
soek. 

U het reeds daarvan kennis geneem dat 
die Aksiekomitee by twee geleenthede ver- 
groot is sodat dit tans uit twaalf lede be- 
staan. Voorts het ek ingevolge ’n besluit 
van die Administratiewe Raad by die Na- 
sionale Raad vir Sosiale Navorsing aansoek 
gedoen om ’n toekenning van R5,000 vir 
doeleindes van die ondersoek. Die aansoek 
is toegestaan en die ondersoek staan onder 
beskerming van die Potchefstroomse Uni- 
versiteit vir C.H.O. 

Hierdie toekenning is aangevra omdat dit 
vir die Aksiekomitee duidelik geword het 
dat hy die Nasionale Konferensie slegs van 
die land se biblioteekbehoeftes sal kan oor- 
tuig indien sy aanbevelinge op ’n grondige 
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en deeglike ondersoek gebaseer is. Voorts 

het dit duidelik geword dat die ondersoek 

van die land se boekevoorraad en veral van 
die beoogde Vakspesialisasie nie voor die 

Nasionale Konferensie voltooi sal kan word 

nie maar daarna eers in werklikheid sal 

kan begin. 

Ek wil graag by hierdie geleentheid vir 
u ’n kort oorsig gee van die aspekte van 
biblioteeksamewerking wat verder deur die 
Aksiekomitee ondersoek word. U sal merk 
dat sommige van die aangeleenthede wat 
voor die 1960-Konferensie gedien het nie 
verder ondersoek hoef te word nie. Hulle 
sal egter — in die vorm waarin hulle in 
die Notule van die Konferensie staan — op- 
geneem word in die voorstelle wat voor die 
Nasionale Konferensie sal dien. Hieronder 
val ons voorstelle in verband met Weder- 
kerige uitleenfasiliteite en die Voorsiening 
van studiemateriaal aan Nie-blankes. 

Die aangeleenthede wat tans deur die 
Aksiekomitee ondersoek word kan in die 
volgende hoofgroepe saamgevat word: — 
(a) Die Nasionale Boekevoorraad — veral 

van die studie- en navorsingsmateriaal 
wat in verskillende soorte biblioteke in 
die verskillende sentra in die land aan- 
wesig is. Volgens die besluit van die 
Konferensie word hierdie aspek in twee 
verdeel, nl. die minimum gebruiksvoor- 
rade in die onderskeie streke in die 
land en ’n proef-ondersoek na die om- 
vang, behoeftes en koste van Vak- 
spesialisasie; 

(b) ’n Ondersoek na die bestaande en be- 
nodigde hulp- en skakel-dienste en -fa- 
siliteite om die boekevoorraad van die 
land op die mees doeltreffende wyse op 
landswye basis toeganklik te maak; 

(c) ’°n Ondersoek na die Personeel-voor- 
siening en -behoeftes van die land se 
biblioteke; en 

(d) Die bevordering van biblioteekgebruik. 


(a) Die Boekevoorraad. 


Die Aksiekomitee was uiters gelukkig om 
op voltydse basis die dienste van mnr. R. 
F. Kennedy te bekom om hierdie deel van 
die ondersoek te behartig. Mnr. Kennedy 
het naamlik sy kontrak met die Stadsraad 
van Johannesburg onderbreek en het oor 
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’n tydperk van vier maande al die ver- 
naamste biblioteeksentra en boekeversame- 
lings in die land persoonlik besoek om ’n 
opname van die boekevoorraad; van die 
aanskafbeleid en van die middele van die 
verskillende inrigtings te maak. Hy het ’n 
massa uiters nuttige inligting ingewin wat 
tans verwerk word en hopelik voor die 
einde van 1961 tot die beskikking van die 
Aksiekomitee gestel sal kan word. Uit die 
persoonlike ondersoek van mnr. Kennedy 
blyk dit reeds dat die Aksiekomitee waar- 
skynlik sy vorige voorgestelde streekindeling 
van die land in hersiening sal moet neem 
en dat daar sterk boekeversamelings be- 
staan waarvan die biblioteekprofessie min 
kennis dra. Mnr. Kennedy se ondersoek het 
die vermoede van die Aksiekomitee be- 
vestig dat die sterkste versamelings in die 
land in Kaapstad, Johannesburg en Pretoria 
saamgetrek is en dat daar in die versame- 
lings van die ander sentra ernstige leemtes 
bestaan. Hy sal in sy verslag klem lé op die 
noodsaaklikheid van koérdinering en same- 
werking op plaaslike vlak; op die noodsaak- 
likheid om die boekeversamelings van die 
kleiner universiteite te versterk en op die 
noodsaaklikheid van die konsolidering en 
voortsetting van uitstekende vakversame- 
lings wat hier en daar onder die sorg van 
individuele wetenskaplikes opgebou word. 
Die Aksiekomitee voel daarvan oortuig 
dat die opbou van elke individuele vakver- 
sameling ’n spesiale ondersoek sal verg. 
Met die oog hierop het ons met groot 
vreugde verneem dat mnr. H. C. van Rooy 
gedurende 1962 ’n uitgebreide oorsese reis 
gaan onderneem om ’n studie van vak- 
spesialisasie in biblioteke te maak. 


(b) Die Hulpdienste. 


Indien hy by die Nasionale Konferensie 
doeltreffende aanbevelinge moet doen in 
verband met die beste gebruik van die be- 
skikbare studie- en navorsingsmateriaal sal 
die Aksiekomitee oor betroubare gegewens 
moet beskik oor die fasiliteite wat reeds 
bestaan en wat benodig word om die koGér- 
dinering te bewerkstellig. Die huidige on- 
dersoekprogram behels die volgende: 

(i) Nasionale Biblioteke: Die taak is aan 
my opgedra om in oorleg met die be- 
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heerrade van die twee Nasionale Bib- 

lioteke die doelstellinge en funksies van 
die twee inrigtings duidelik te formuleer 
en te omskrywe en om indien moontlik 
tot ’n breé en bevredigende verdeling 
van die funksies tussen die twee inrig- 
tings te geraak. Ons sal ook poog om ’n 
beraming van die geldelike behoeftes 
van die twee inrigtings te verstrek in- 
dien hulle hulle funksies volledig moet 
uitvoer. Albei die rade van kuratore 
het reeds in beginsel hul samewerking 
hiertoe belowe en daar word gehoop 
dat dit spoedig moontlik sal wees om 
’n gesamentlike vergadering te belé om 
die aangeleentheid bevredigend af te 
handel. Ek kan hier terloops meld dat 
dieselfde aangeleentheid ook die aan- 
dag geniet het van ’n Komitee van On- 
dersoek na Staatsondersteunde inrig- 
tings. Hierdie formulering van doelstel- 
lings van die nasionale biblioteke is 
natuurlik vir die ondersoek van kar- 
dinale belang want die twee inrigtings 
sal uit die aard van die saak verant- 
woordelik gehou word vir die lewering 
van belangrike hulp- en skakel-dienste; 

(ii) Bibliografiese dienste: Op advies van 
die Bibliografiese Komitee van die 
S.A.B.V. het die Aksiekomitee besluit 
om die ondersoek in hierdie stadium 
toe te spits op die volgende drie pro- 
jekte: 

(1) Die opstel van ’n omvattende oorsig 
oor die huidige toerusting en behoef- 
tes van die land op bibliografiese ge- 
bied. Die oorsig sal opgestel word 
met Unesco se definisie van _,,biblio- 
grafie’’ as uitgangspunt nl. ,,die teg- 
niek om _ stelselmatig beskrywende 
lyste van geskrewe of gepubliseerde 
materiaal te produseer’’. 

Op aanbeveling van die Aksiekomitee 

het die P.U. vir C.H.O. vir mnr. D. 

H. Varley benoem om hierdie taak 
te onderneem. Mnr. Varley het dan 
ook goedgunstiglik ingestem om selfs 
na sy vertrek na sy nuwe werkkring 
nog hierdie deel van die ondersoek 
te voltooi en ook om op te tree as 
sameroeper en kodrdinator van die 
ander twee bibliografiese projekte. 
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(2) In oorleg met die Universiteit van 
Kaapstad het die P.U. vir C.H.O. op 
voltydse basis vir twee maande die 
dienste van dr. O. H. Spohr verkry 
om sy ,,Photographic Service points 
in the Union” te hersien en om ’n 
handleiding op te stel oor die ge- 
skikste reproduksiemetodes vir die 
publikasie van Suid-Afrikaanse bib- 
liografieé. Weens siekte is dr. 
Spohr se werk effens vertraag maar 
daar word gehoop dat dit eersdaags 
afgehandel sal wees. 


(3) Mnr. R. Musiker van die Johannes- 
burgse Openbare Biblioteek is deur 
die P.U. vir C.H.O. benoem tot Ere- 
ondersoekbeampte om ’n Adresboek 
van bronne van inligting oor die Gees- _ 
teswetenskappe saam te stel wat moet 
aansluit by die W.N.N.R. se lys van 
wetenskaplike inligtingsbronne. Daar 
word gehoop dat ook hierdie werk 
eersdaags afgehandel sal wees. 


U sal opmerk dat hierdie drie projekte 
nie slegs van groot belang sal wees vir die 
nasionale konferensie nie, maar dat hulle 
die land se bibliografiese apparaat en inlig- 
ting oor die produksie van bibliografiese 
apparaat in belangrike mate sal aanvul. Al- 
drie die projekte word dan ook in oorleg met 
mnr. Kennedy uitgevoer sodat dit sal aan- 
sluit by die ondersoek na die nasionale 
boekevoorraad. 


(iii) Pligeksemplare en Pliglewering: Mntr. J. 
Willemse, Onderbibliotekaris van die Uni- 
versiteit van Suid-Afrika en Ere-Sekretaris 
van die Informele Komitee van Pligeksem- 
plaarbiblioteke, is deur die P.U. vir C.H.O. 
benoem tot Ere-Ondersoekbeampte om 
ondersoek in te stel na die lewering en be- 
waring van pligeksemplare in die lig van die 
besluit van die 1960-konferensie van die 
S.A.B.V. Sy ondersoek word ingestel met die 
oog op verbeterde outeursregwetgewing, die 
bewaring van fotografiese en kinematogra- 
fiese materiaal, die formulering van beleid 
in verband met pligeksemplaarversamelings, 
en ’n kosteberekening. Mnr. Willemse is dan 
ook in die geleentheid gestel om die onder- 
skeie Outeursreginrigtings te besoek sodat 
sy ondersoek in oorleg met die beheer- 
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liggame van hierdie inrigtings onderneem 
kan word. 


(iv) Sentrale Katalogus en Nasionale Leen- 
diens: Tydens die vorige konferensie het u 
besluit om hierdie aangeleentheid na die 
Aksiekomitee terug te verwys met die oog 
op verdere ondersoek aan die hand van ’n 
skema wat deur mnr. Aschenborn voorgelé 
is en deur die Konferensie gewysig is. Die 
P.U. vir C.H.O. het, op aanbeveling van die 
Aksiekomitee vir dr. Th. Friis, en mnre. H. J. 
Aschenborn en D. H. Varley benoem tot 
Ere-Ondersoekbeamptes. Beide dr. Friis en 
mnr. Aschenborn het aan die begin van 
hierdie maand op ’n uitgebreide reis oorsee 
vertrek en die Universiteit het aan albei ’n 
reistoelaag beskikbaar gestel om sentrale 
katalogi en nasionale leendienste oorsee te 
besoek en te bestudeer. Daar is ook gereel 
dat mnr. H. C. van Rooy tydens sy oorsese 
teis volgende jaar die aangeleentheid ten be- 
hoewe van die Aksiekomitee sal ondersoek. 
Die oorsese ondersoek sal geskied aan die 
hand van ’n goedgekeurde werksprogram. 


(v) Gesamentlike opberging van materiaal: 
Tydens die 1960-konferensie het ek ’n voor- 
lopige verslag ingedien in verband met hier- 
die aangeleentheid. Dit is sedertdien na mnr. 
Kennedy verwys om by sy ondersoek na die 
nasionale boekevoorraad ingeskakel te word. 
Terwly mnr. Kennedy twyfelagtig is of die 
gesamentlike opberging van materiaal in 
hierdie stadium in ons land geregverdig sal 
wees, het hy tog gewys op die wenslikheid 
om die afskrywing en distribusie van oortol- 
lige materiaal te sentraliseer. 


(c) Ondersoek na Personeelvoorsiening: 


Tydens die 1960-konferensie het u besluit 
dat die Administratiewe Raad versoek moet 
word om ’n volledige ondersoek in te stel na 
die probleem van Personeelvoorsiening aan 
die land se biblioteke. Die Raad het hierdie 
aangeleentheid na die Aksiekomitee verwys 
en dit is as een van die ondersoekprojekte 


van hierdie komitee aanvaar. Die P.U. vir 
C.H.O. het vir mnr. R. F. M. Immelman 
benoem tot Ere-Ondersoekbeampte. Som- 
mige van u het waarskynlik reeds mor. 
Immelman se deurtastende vraelyste in ver- 
band met die personeelprobleem beant- 
woord. Om begryplike redes sal die finale 
verslag van hierdie ondersoek van kardinale 
belang vir die nasionale konferensie wees. 


(d) Die bevordering van biblioteekgebruik: 


(i) Biblioteke en onderwys aan _ volwas- 
senes: 


Dr. Th. Friis is deur die P.U. vir 
C.H.O. benoem tot Ere-Ondersoekbe- 
ampte om verslag te doen oor die ge- 
wenste beleid in verband met die rol 
wat biblioteke in die onderwys aan vol- 
wassenes moet speel. Indien hierdie 
ondersoek volledig deurgevoer moet 
word sal dit lank duur en baie geld 
kos. Daarom het die Aksiekomitee be- 
sluit om vir doeleindes van die Nasionale 
Konferensie slegs ’n proef-ondersoek in 
Wes-Kaapland uit te voer. Hierdie on- 
dersoek is tans aan die gang en die ver- 
slag word eersdaags verwag. 


(ii) Biblioteekdiens vir Blindes en Belem- 
merde persone: 


Op aanbeveling van die Aksiekomitee 
is dr. F. G. van der Riet en mnr. C. J. 
Fourie benoem tot ere-ondersoekbeamp- 
tes vir hierdie deel van die ondersoek. 
Hulle het reeds ’n bevredigende vorde- 
ringsverslag ingedien. Daar word gehoop 
dat die finale verslag en aanbevelinge 
eersdaags aan die Aksiekomitee beskik- 
baar gestel sal word. 

Dit is in breé trekke ’n beknopte oorsig 
van die verskillende aspekte van die onder- 
soek waarmee lede van die Aksiekomitee 
en ander kollegas besig is. In die tyd tot 
my beskikking is dit onmoontlik om vir u 
’n meer volledige uiteensetting te gee van 
die strekking van die ondersoek en van die 
bevindinge tot dusver. Ons hoop dat dit 
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moontlik sal wees om u ter voorbereiding 
van die Nasionale Konferensie so volledig 
moontlik in te lig oor die resultate van die 
ondersoek sodat u die agtergrond sal hé 
om die finale aanbevelinge van die Aksie- 
komitee te kan beoordeel. 


Ek kan egter nie van hierdie aangeleent- 
heid afstap sonder om weer eens ons innige 
waardering uit te spreek teenoor die Na- 
sionale Raad vir Sosiale Navorsing van die 
Departement Onderwys, Kuns en Wetenskap 
wat ’n toekenning van R5,000 vir die doel 
beskikbaar gestel het en ook teenoor die 
Potchefstroomse Universiteit vir C.H.O. 
wat as ’t ware vir ons borg staan by die 
N.R.S.N. en onder wie se toesig en be- 
skerming die ondersoek uitgevoer word nie. 


DIE NASIONALE KONFERENSIE 


Hiermee kom ek dan by die belangrik- 
ste deel van my voordrag nl. om sekere 
aangeleenthede in verband met die beplande 
Nasionale Konferensie van Biblioteekower- 
hede met u te bespreek. 


U sal u herinner dat u verlede jaar be- 
sluit het ten gunste van ’n nasionale kon- 
ferensie onder voorsitterskap van Sy Edele 
die Minister van Onderwys, Kuns en We- 
tenskap wat indien enigsins moontlik moes 
saamval met die 1961-konferensie van die 
S.A.B.V. Die Minister van Onderwys, Kuns 
en Wetenskap het goedgunstiglik ingestem 
om die nasionale konferensie byeen te roep 
maar was nie bereid om dit reeds in 1961 te 
hou nie. Hoewel ons op die Aksiekomitee 
aanvanklik teleurgesteld was met hierdie 
besluit het ons sedertdien die wysheid daar- 
van besef en voel ons tans oortuig dat ons 
in 1962 veel beter voorbereid sal wees op 
so ’n konferensie en dat ons dit met veel 
meer vertroue tegemoet sal kan gaan. 

Tydens sy Augustusvergadering het dit 
vir die Aksiekomitee ook duidelik geword 
dat die Nasionale Konferensie volgende 
jaar om verskeie redes nie sal kan saam- 
val met die gewone jaarlikse konferensie van 
die Vereniging nie. Eerstens is dit absoluut 
noodsaaklik dat die voorstelle wat voor die 
Nasionale Konferensie dien die heelhartige 
steun van die biblioteekprofessie sal moet 
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geniet. Daarom is dit noodsaaklik dat die 
Aksiekomitee — nadat die hele ondersoek 
afgehandel is — die geleentheid gebied moet 
word om sekere aangeleenthede met die 
biblioteekprofessie te bespreek voordat die 
voorstelle voor die Nasionale Konferensie 
dien. Daar is egter nog ’n ander belang- 
rike oorweging: Ons sal moet staatmaak 
op die hoofde van inrigtings wat aan die 
nasionale konferensie deelneem om hulle 
eie owerhede van die wenslikheid van bib- 
lioteeksamewerking te oortuig en om in 
beginsel die samewerking van hul eie ower- 
hede te verkry voordat hulle na die Nasio- 
nale Konferensie kom. Daarom wil ons 
voorstel dat die Nasionale Konferensie in 
November 1962 te Pretoria gehou sal 
word en dat die gewone jaarlikse konfer- 
ensie van die Vereniging in September sal 
plaasvind. Ek wil dus ’n dringende beroep 
op u doen om nou reeds te begin om u 
owerhede stelselmatig op hoogte te bring 
van die aard en doelstellings van die voor- 
gestelde Nasionale Konferensie en om alles 
in u vermoé te doen om te verseker dat u 
eie biblioteekowerhede die konferensie sal 
bywoon met ’n duidelike begrip van die 
strekking, doelstellinge en implikasies daar- 
van sodat die uiters beperkte tyd wat vir 
die Konferensie self beskikbaar sal wees op 
die mees voordelige wyse aangewend sal 
kan word. Ons hoop van harte dat dit vir 
alle ampsdraers wat ’n uitnodiging van die 
Minister sal ontvang, moontlik sal wees om 
by die Konferensie teenwoordig te wees. 
Ek moet terloops net daarop wys dat dit 
uit die aard van die saak vir die S.A.B.V. 
nie moontlik sal wees om die koste van 
afvaardigings te dra nie en dat afvaardigings 
dus die Konferensie op eie koste sal moet 
bywoon. 


Dit is van primére belang dat die doel- 
stelling van die Nasionale Konferensie baie 
duidelik begryp sal word. Die Aksiekomitee 
het dit in breé trekke soos volg geformuleer: 
to improve the size and quality of the 
library bookstocks of the country so as to 
achieve the widest possible coverage; to 
create the machinery required for putting 
such stock to the most effective uses; and 
to determine the financial and other re- 
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quirements involved.” Vir u inligting en 
gebruik verstrek ek egter ook aan u ’n 
afskrif van ’n voorlopige verklaring oor 
die Nasionale Konferensie wat teen die ein- 
de van verlede jaar deur die Aksiekomitee 
opgestel is. 

Die patroon wat die Nasionale Kon- 
ferensie sal aanneem sal natuurlik nie finaal 
bepaal kan word voordat die resultate van 
die ondersoek vroeg in volgende jaar ver- 
werk is nie, en namens die Aksiekomitee 
onderneem ek om u van tyd tot tyd op 
hoogte te bring van ontwikkelinge en van 
die vordering wat daar met die opstel van 
die program gemaak word. In hierdie sta- 
dium kan ek u slegs voorsien van my per- 
soonlike siening van die onderneming. 


1. Die huidige stand 


Oor die afgelope twee jaar was dit die 
taak van lede van die Aksiekomitee en van 
ander bibliotekarisse wat hom behulpsaam 
was om in die tyd en met die middele wat 
tot sy beskikking was ’n duidelike en be- 
troubare beeld te probeer formuleer van 
die huidige toedrag van sake wat betref 
boekevoorraad, hulpdienste en gebruik. In 
die komende jaar sal dit die taak van elke 
lid van die Vereniging en van elke biblio- 
tekaris wees om by al die owerhede en by 
die publiek die belangrikheid van biblioteke 
en biblioteekdienste tuis te bring. Aan die 
hand van ons ondersoek sal ons probeer om 
*n duidelike en eerlike beeld saam te stel 
van ons nasionale biblioteekpatroon met al 
sy verdienstes en tekortkominge en om 
konkrete voorstelle vir die verbetering en 
aansuiwering van die tekortkominge te for- 
muleer en te motiveer. Dit moet duidelik 
begryp word dat die Nasionale Konferensie 
geen bindende gesag oor die individuele 
biblioteekowerhede het, of soek nie. Alle 
konstruktiewe resultate van die Nasionale 
Konferensie sal dus geheel afhanklik wees 
van die gesonde voorligtings- en oortuigings- 
werk wat die lede van ons professie in die 
loop van die volgende jaar gaan doen. En 
seker die belangrikste voorbereidingswerk 
wat ons in die loop van die jaar sal moet 
doen is om by ons owerhede die aanvaar- 
ding van hierdie beginsel te verseker: dat 
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die gesamentlike voorraad van al ons bib- 
lioteke ’n belangrike kulturele en opvoed- 
kundige nasionale bate is; dat iedere biblio- 
teek die primére taak het om te voorsien in 
die behoeftes van die gemeenskap wat hy 
bedien, maar omdat sy voorraad ’n nasionale 
bate is, het hy ook die taak om sy eie voor- 
raad vir die wydste moontlike kring van 
gebruikers toeganklik te maak, en hierdeur 
verkry hy weer die reg om te deel in die 
gebruik van die voorraad van ander in- 
rigtings. In ons land moet ’n_betreklike 
klein groepie mense die volle las dra vir die 
instandhouding van alle biblioteke en tog 
moet ons biblioteke ’n baie belangrike rol 
speel in die handhawing van ons Westerse 
erfenis. Daarom is ons eenvoudig genood- 
saak om saam te staan en saam te beplan 
sodat ons biblioteke die hoogs moontlike 
graad van doeltrefendheid bereik. 


2. Die Nasionale Boekevoorraad 


(a) Minimum Gebruiksversamelings: 

Aan die hand van ons ondersoek sal 
ons kan vasstel hoeveel streke daar in 
die land is waarin daar minimum ge- 
bruiksversamelings geregverdig sal wees; 
in hoeverre hierdie versamelings toe- 
reikend is; wat hulle tekortkominge is 
en hoe hierdie tekortkominge aangevul 
kan word. 

Die Nasionale Konferensie sal versoek 
word om fondse te help vind vir die 
opbou en_ beskikbaarstelling van die 
nodige minimum gebruiksversamelings. 
Dit sal hoofsaaklik bereik moet word 
deur onderlinge oorlegpleging tussen 
die betrokke biblioteke en deur same- 
werking op regionale grondslag. Dit sal 
kan geskied— 

(i) deurdat individuele inrigtings sal 
onderneem om die skema op vry- 
willige grondslag te ondersteun en 
waar nodig addisionele fondse be- 
skikbaar te stel vir die aansuiwe- 
ring van tekorte in die versamelings 
binne die betrokke streek; 

(ii) deur noue samewerking en oorleg- 
pleging tussen die verskillende bib- 
lioteke in elke streek; 

(iii) deurdat biblioteke in elke streek 

met mekaar oorleg pleeg oor die 


mees doeltreffende wyse waarop die 
finansiéle las verdeel kan word. 
(Waar biblioteke in ’n bepaalde 
streek te klein is om met eie mid- 
dele die benodigde minimum ge- 
bruiksversamelings op te bou be- 
hoort die hulp van ander instan- 
sies verkry te word.) 

Die Aksiekomitee sal alles in sy 
vermoé doen om ’n duidelike om- 
skrywing te gee van die aard en 
die funksies van hierdie minimum 
gebruiksversamelings in elke streek, 
want die behoeftes van die verskil- 
lende streke (en dus die aard en 
omvang van die beoogde versame- 
lings) sal radikaal van mekaar ver- 
skil. 


(b) Gespesialiseerde vakversamelings: 
Die Nasionale Konferensie sal versoek 
word om— 


(a) die beginsel te aanvaar dat die ver- 
skillende vakversamelings oor ’n 
aantal verskillende biblioteke in die 
land versprei sal word; 


(b) die beginsel te aanvaar dat elke 
biblioteek, afgesien van sy basiese 
(of primére funksies) gespesialiseer- 
de versamelings vir landswye ge- 
bruik beskikbaar sal stel; 


(c) individuele biblioteke te oorreed om 
op vrywillige basis gespesialiseerde 
versamelings op te bou oor vakke 
waaroor hulle reeds sterk versame- 
lings besit; 

(d) hulle eie owerhede en inrigtings te 
oorreed om hierdie spesialisasie te 
onderneem; 


(e) die samewerking van hulle inrig- 
tings te verkry om die opbou van 
versamelings in nuwe terreine en 
bykomstige vakke te onderneem en 
om die fondse daarvoor beskikbaar 
te stel. (Wanneer die terrein ver- 
deel word wat tans nie bevredigend 
gedek word nie sal studente en na- 
vorsingswerkers versoek word om 
die gewenste lokaliteit, omvang en 
grootte van die beoogde versame- 
lings aan te dui.) 
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Dit moet duidelik begryp word dat 
hierdie ,,spesialisasieprogram” oor ’n 
hele aantal jare sal moet strek en dat 
die Nasionale Konferensie in hierdie 
stadium slegs versoek sal kan word om 
die beginsels goed te keur. Die uitvoe- 
ring van die program kan dan onder- 
neem word deur die betrokke biblioteke 
in oorleg met geleerde verenigings en 
die Suid-Afrikaanse Biblioteekvereni- 
ging as koGrdinerende liggaam. 


3. Die Hulpdienste: 


Wat die hulpdienste betref sal die Aksie- 
komitee mettertyd sy aanbevelinge voor- 
berei en aan die professie tydens die vol- 
gende jaarlikse konferensie van die Vereni- 
ging voorlé. Hierby sal inbegrepe wees die 
mosies wat reeds deur die 1960-konferensie 
goedgekeur is en waaroor geen verdere on- 
dersoek nodig was nie. 


4. Die bevordering van die gebruik van 
die materiaal: 


Die Aksiekomitee is van voorneme om ’n 
(of ,,Blue Print’’) 
op te stel van die beoogde nasionale biblio- 
teekpatroon en om dié aan die Nasionale 
Konferensie voor te 1é. ’n Sub-komitee vir 
die formulering van die ontwikkelingspro- 
gram is reeds benoem en die komitee sal 
met sy werksaamhede begin sodra die finale 
resultate van die ondersoek beskikbaar is. 
Inbegrepe in hierdie ontwikkelingsprogram 
sal ook ’n algemene formulering van 
biblioteekfunksies vervat word. 


Die groot vordering wat ons in die af- 
gelope 33 jaar op biblioteekgebied in Suid- 
Afrika gemaak het, kan in baie groot mate 
aan die Nasionale Konferensie van 1928 toe- 
geskrywe word. Die beoogde Nasionale 
Konferensie van 1962 is seker die grootste 
onderneming wat die Suid-Afrikaanse Bib- 
lioteekvereniging nog ooit aangepak het. 

Laat ons terwille van die biblioteeksaak 
in die komende jare saamstaan soos nog 
nooit tevore nie en al ons kragte inspan 
om aan die Suid-Afrikaanse biblioteekwese 
’n vaste beslag en ’n groot stoot vooruit 
te gee. 
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AWARD OF THE HONORARY FELLOWSHIP OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN 


_ LIBRARY ASSOCIATION TO MISS JOSEPHINE ETHEL WOOD 


At a Public session of the Conference at Grahamstown on the 18th September, 1961, 
the Honorary Fellowship of the Association was conferred on Miss Josephine Ethel Wood. 
The Hon. President of the Association pronounced the following eulogium. 


TuIs Is the third occasion on which the 
South African Library Association has de- 
cided to honour a non-professional librarian 
for outstanding services rendered to the 
cause of librarianship, by the award of the 
Honorary Fellowship of the Association. 
Our Honorary Fellows are Mr. Charles 
Christie of Pretoria, Dr. Killie Campbell 
of Durban and I now call upon Miss 
Josephine Ethel Wood of Grahamstown to 
come forward to receive the Honorary Fel- 
lowship of the South African Library As- 
sociation. 


Miss Wood belongs to a family with a 
distinguished record of service. Her grand- 
father, the Hon. George Wood, came out 
with the 1820 Settlers as a boy of 14 in 
Sephton’s party in the ship “Aurora”. He 
became a prominent merchant in Grahams- 
town and was a member of the Legislative 
Council of the Cape of Good Hope for over 
20 years until shortly before his death in 
1884. Her father, Mr. George Samuel Wood, 
became the first Mayor of Grahamstown 
in 1862 and was a member of the House of 
Assembly for 1864—1868. All four of Miss 
Wood’s grandparents were 1820 Settlers 
and she is one of the few surviving third 
generation Settler descendants. 


The building across the street from the 
Conference Hall is the house in which Miss 
Wood lived as a child and in which the 
South African Library for the Blind was 
housed from 1919 until 1924 when it was 
moved to its present site in High Street. 
The South African Library for the Blind 
was really established in 1918, but in 1919 
Miss Wood took it over from Miss Eleanor 
Comber with no money or resources other 
than her own faith, drive and ingenuity. 
The small collection of Braille volumes was 
stored in her own home; she painted sket- 
ches and sold these to raise funds for the 
library; she compiled lists of blind people; 
she made known the needs of the blind to 


all authorities, to institutions and to indi- 
viduals far and wide; she became one of 
the chief champions of the welfare of the 
blind of our country and she became one 
of the driving forces for the establishment 
of the now well-known National Council 
for the Blind. 

Her zeal and enthusiasm soon became in- 
fectious and in 1921 she received help from 
England — a large case of books from the 
National Institute for the Blind in London 
and also from the American Braille Press 
in Paris. The first grant from public funds 
came from the Cape Provincial Administra- 
tion in 1923. In 1924 a bequest from the 
Bannerman estate made it possible to 
acquire the present site since the collection 
had grown to 2,000 volumes and the readers 
had increased to 150. In that year a num- 
ber of public libraries agreed to keep col- 
lection boxes for the Library for the Blind. 
The requirements of the S.A. Library for 
the Blind were put to the 1928 Library 
Conference and as a result the Carnegie 
Corporation made two grants — for the 
building and for development. In 1936 the 
Talking Book Department was established. 
In 1938 grants were received from the 
other provinces and in 1941 from the De- 
partment of Social Welfare. 

By 1952 the Library was serving 420 
readers and 5 schools not only in South 
Africa but as far afield as Rhodesia, Nyasa- 
land, Mauritius, Gambia and South West 
Africa, and the collection had grown to 
no less than 13,000 volumes. At least 50 
parcels of books are carted to and from 
the Post Office by wheel-barrow every day. 

These are just a few facts in the history 
of an institution which we librarians all 
know and hold in very high esteem. They 
are a few of the memorable occasions in 
the life of one of our most useful libraries 
and they represent high-lights in the life 
of one of our most devoted librarians. 

(Continued on p. 42) 
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I wouLp like at the outset to express my 
pleasure at the rather dubious honour you 
have done me in asking me to speak to 
you this evening. 

I say “dubious honour” deliberately, for 
I have a sneaking feeling that Dr. van der 
Riet considered closely which member of 
staff best qualified as the University Lib- 
rarian’s béte noire so that he might put 
him in the embarrassing position of being a 
layman talking about a highly specialised 
problem to an audience of experts. So I feel 
rather a victim brought to sacrifice — and 
with that feeling intend to invoke the vic- 
tim’s prerogative of moaning. If my moans 
rise at times to shrill cries you will realise 
that the flames can be unpleasant. 

I am a scientist, a biological scientist and 
I want to bring before you some reflections 
on libraries from this viewpoint. Of course 
what I shall have to say will largely con- 
cern things which arise in libraries which 
cater for specialists, but I make no excuse 
for that. I make no excuse because it seems 
to me obvious that as the growth of both 
scientific knowledge and of the volume of 
scientific publication marches at the present 
time, librarianship associated with technical 
libraries is going to become an increasingly 
important aspect of your work. 


ARE SCIENTISTS UNREASONABLE? 


Now the requirements of a scientist of 
a library are generally very simple. He 
wants immediately whatever work he de- 
sires to consult. I would lay stress on the 
word immediately for while he is actively 
engaged in experiment the need of the 
scientist is indeed immediate. In reading 
before the event, in preparing a report after 
the event, the urgency is less — but when 
the experimental fit does fall, then “‘imme- 
diately”’ is the rule. 


* Address delivered as guest speaker at the Public 
Session of the Sixteenth Conference of the 
South African Library Association, Grahams- 

town, 19 September, 1961. 


A BIOLOGIST’S REFLECTIONS ON LIBRARIES AND 
LIBRARY SERVICE* 


by 
PROFESSOR D. W. EWER 
(Rhodes University, Grahamstown) 


There are, broadly, two types of publica- 
tion which interest scientists — books and 
periodicals. The balance of importance of 
these is something which seems to be alter- 
ing. A hundred years or so ago, books 
frequently contained original observations 
and the periodical literature was relatively 
small. The emphasis gradually changed and 
it is recorded that about 1914 the Director 
of the Marine Laboratory at Plymouth 
said ruefully that it no longer seemed 
possible to read everything that was publish- 
ed. And what was true in 1914 has become 
several hundredfold truer today. But books, 
I regret to say, are coming into their own 
again. The reason for this lies in the new 
enthusiasm of the Americans for having 
“together times”. Symposia have become 
the rage and one has the impression that 
there are many people who spend the 
greater part of their working year trekking 
from one symposium to another, possibly 
returning to base every once in a while to 
collect the latest experimental results which 
their armies of research assistants have pro- 
duced. As a result original observations are 
now often recorded, and far too often only 
recorded, in the proceedings of symposia. 
This is, of course, excellent from the view- 
point of the publishers as libraries feel com- 
pelled to buy books of several hundred 
pages which, because of their limited cir- 
culation, are expensive works. And this, so 
that results which could probably all be 
recorded in a twentieth of the space may 
be readily available. 


Anyway there are these books. And, of 
course, scientists are tiresome people about 
books. I can well remember a library as- 
sistant in Natal complaining to me that I 
was totally unreasonable, that there were 
hundreds of books on Zoology in the Lib- 
rary: why could I not read some of these 
rather than keep asking for others on inter- 
library loan. Of course, scientific books are 
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not novels: they are, or at least should be 
unique and while it may be reasonable to 
feel that the Heart of Midlothian is just 
as good reading as the Heart of the Matter, 
it is not true to say that Advance in En- 
zymology will do just as well as Advances 
in Entomology. 


THAT HORROR: THE DEWEY CLASSIFICATION 


Now these books: what moans have I to 
raise here. Two. The first is one to which 
I see no solution. It is that horror, the 
Dewey classification and its various off- 
spring. The trouble with Dewey, apart 
from his inability to spell, lies in the fact 
that his divisions are frequently not those 
of the working scientist. Let me take two 
examples. Within the biological sciences 
Dewey separates books on biology from 
those on botany and zoology. This has the 
result that volumes dealing with some sub- 
ject of common interest like ecology — the 
science of plant and animal distribution — 
get spread in a rather random way around 
the shelves. The same applies more acutely 
to books on fossils which are sometimes 
parts of geology, sometimes zoology. Of 
course the answer of the Librarian is ““Go 
to the catalogue”. That’s excellent: but if 
that is to be the rule, why not simply put 
the books on the shelves by their accession 
numbers. It would certainly make the job 
easier. The snag then is, of course, that 
you can only find a book if you know its 
author. So to help one may have a subject 
catalogue. But that takes us back to where 
we came in, because the subject catalogue 
will doubtless be based on Dewey. 

I appreciate the need for a classificatory 
system. Whether one can produce a more 
rational one is a matter for debate. Cer- 
tainly the present system is not a success, 
largely I think because it is a system of 
classification and therefore recognises cate- 
gories which, while reasonable in abstracto, 
have no significance for the user. 

But a further factor is that it is often 
hard to judge the real subject of a book 
from its title and a glance at its contents. 
Here for example is a volume called “Form 
and Function”. It is not about either. It 
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is about the history of one aspect of zoology 
during the 19th Century. But nowhere is 
there any indication that this is the case 
and the enthusiastic assistant hard at work 
on “cat. and class” can be excused for 
guessing wrong. I find that in our own lib- 
rary it is classed as animal behaviour. The 
point I would emphasise is that in the train- 
ing of librarians some stress should be laid 
on the fact that there are often specialists 
who can help with classification. I have 
the impression, the very strong impression, 
that our young librarians come from the 
library schools with the belief that classifica- 
tion is one of the deeper mysteries of the 
librarian’s profession and only the initiate 
can divine the true answer. This often leads 
to books being objectively lost to the user 
who does not expect, say, Homer Smith’s 
‘Lectures on the Kidney”’ which deals very 
largely with the kidneys of fishes, to be 
classified under medicine — _ veterinary 
science perhaps, but even that is stretching 
the point. 


READING BY UNDERGRADUATES 


While I am still considering books I 
would like to digress and then digress in my 
digression. The subject to which I want to 
turn is about reading by undergraduates. 
Our Universities, like other Universities, 
have vacations — but our undergraduates, 
unlike the undergraduates I knew, have 
holidays. There are, of course, several 
reasons for this. Parents in our play-mad 
country find it hard to believe that an 
undergraduate should be expected to work 
and particularly read out of term time. The 
coincidence of school holidays and Univer- 
sity vacations results in no break of routine 
and no readjustment to a new situation. But 
there is a further difficulty. Many of our 
students come from relatively small towns 
where public library facilities are still in- 
adequate. One cannot expect such libraries 
to carry a large stock of technical books 
specially for undergraduates on vacation. 
But I do not think this is primarily what 
is required. The problem for most of our 
students is not that there is an inadequate 
supply of technical books. The problem is 
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of a totally different order: it is the prob- 
lem that the majority of students are not 
in the least interested in books, believing 
when they come from school that all works 
which are not fiction, or about motor cars, 
aeroplanes or space travel, must be text- 
books. One of the tasks which faces all our 
university science departments is to bring 
the horses to the water of reading books 
for pleasure. This means that the under- 
graduate should be encouraged to read 
books which could be broadly classed as 
popular science. In my own field I have in 
mind such things as Lorenz’s joyful work 
King Solomon’s Ring or Niko Tinbergen’s 
delightful book Curious Naturalists. 

Every year I hand out to my students 
a list of books which I believe they would 
find not only edifying but also entertaining 
reading during the long vacation. They re- 
present the best of the popular writings in 
my own field when due attention has been 
paid to cost. These are the sort of books 
I believe our public libraries could well 
stock and I am certain that the majority 
of heads of science departments in the 
Universities would be delighted to assist 
librarians by letting them know which works 
they have recommended for vacation read- 
ing. 


REPULSIVE TEXTBOOKS 


I mentioned that one major problem with 
science students is to get them to believe 
that books can be a source of pleasure and 
this leads me to my digression within a di- 
gression. I presume that most of you are 
bibliophils. I have no vast delight myself 
in books beautiful, nor any desire to stroke 
the pages of some rare edition. But I do 
enjoy a nice page of printing and feel most 
deeply repelled by the sight of most of our 
South African produced school textbooks 
— they seem to favour a type face which 
can only be described as repulsive and is, 
I suspect, difficult to read. The whole 
emphasis on production seems to be to 
keep the costs to a minimum and I would 
blame no child, taught from these abomina- 
tions, for feeling that books were nasty, 
dirty things. Could not you as the book 


lovers of our Republic make some repre- 
sentations which might improve the appear- 
ance of these works so that their looks were 
better, even if their contents did not always 
merit too attractive an exterior? 


THE SCIENTIST IN QUEST OF A PERIODICAL 


But let me return to the research scientist 
and the other type of publication in which 
he is interested — periodicals. Let us follow 
his footsteps from the time he finds some 
reference which excites him. It would, of 
course, be possible to discuss methods which 
could be adopted to assist the scientist in 
finding such references, but with our rela- 
tively meagre means this seems an unprofit- 
able exploration. 


Here he is then with a reference and he 
wends his way to the library. Of course 
if he has a departmental library he may 
well find what he wants. But should the 
resources of the university be centralised, 
as Dr. Alty has urged, he will probably 
find the library locked or at best manned 
by a cheerful amateur who, while skilled 
at issuing volumes, is at a loss in the face 
of a technical query. Centralised libraries 
are doubtless excellent unless, as in our 
universities, your reading and research is 
an out of office hours occupation. And in 
the long vacation, when one is free to work 
library hours are blissfully brief. However 
our scientist finds that the journal he needs 
is not in the Library: moreover there is 
a flu epidemic and the assistant who nor- 
mally negotiates the mysteries of inter-lib- 
rary loans is away sick. So he is handed 
“Freer”. A most invaluable work, more 
especially if you wish to discover how many 
journals dealing with geodesy in Japanese 
or with palaeontology in Parsee are to be 
found in the Republic. I said invaluable and 
I mean invaluable, for otherwise periodicals 
would be as hard to come by through the 
machinery of inter-library loans as books 
appear to be. And I for one, having wrestled 
with the difficulties of determining whether 
Roux’s Archiv is embryology or organism 
particularly welcome the new alphabetic 
edition which has started to appear. 
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But alas, the journal that we seek is not 
available in the Republic. It may well be 
somewhere south of the Sahara, but so 
far no-one has attempted such a step of 
inter-national co-operation: maybe it is too 
difficult, but it would seem to me to be a 
matter which might well be explored by the 
relevant committee of the Council for Scien- 
tific Co-operation in Africa south of the 
Sahara. 


SNAGS OF THE MICROFILM 


So, if he simply must see the paper, the 
scientist asks for a microfilm to be prepared. 
This is a council of despair. People who sit 
comfortably in London tell us that this is 
the solution to all our problems. But I 
suspect that none of them have any first 
hand experience of trying to use this ab- 
horrent stuff. Consider a paper in German 
— a language which I at least read only 
with stumbling feet: but I choose German 
because it is the second most important 
language of science and in biology at least 
the Germans are prolix. 

The first annoyance is, of course, that 
you cannot take the microfilm home to read 
in peace, away from students, away from 
administrators. Either you must closet your- 
self in the dark or, with greater readiness 
but also some discomfort, read down a 
microscope. The paper is 150 pages long 
and after ten minutes reading you want to 
see precisely to what “Blenkinsop 1938” 
refers. So you wind madly to the end, look 
at the reference and wind back again, find- 
ing your place once more with some diffi- 
culty. In another ten minutes you wish to 
refer to a text figure and, of course, it is 
white on black. That is not so bad with a 
simple line sketch, but with certain types 
of drawing, histological drawing in parti- 
cular, white on black conveys nothing, so 
you moan and press on regardless. In an- 
other ten minutes there is a reference to 
a plate, so you wind to the back of the 
paper once again where the plates ought 
to be. Quite probably they are not there 
because the person who shot the film did 
not realise that many of the continental 
journals bind all the plates at the end of a 
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part or even of a volume and so they never 
got photographed. So you put the wretched 
thing aside and ask for a film of the plates 
to be obtained. 


Of course, if you feel that you want to 
consult the paper at your bench, then there 
is nothing for it but to print if off and have 
an unpleasant bulky lump of half-plate 
papers for consultation. But by this time the 
price has become astronomical. A volume 
of a journal of say 300 pages will cost 
about R15 — which compares unfavourably 
with the published price of most scientific 
journals: if you should print off that 
quantity of film the price rises to some 
R40, which means that a readable page is 
about five times the cost of the journal when 
published. One would do better to buy the 
journal. 


It is often argued that microfilm is so 
convenient for storage. But as a user I am 
interested not in the quartermaster aspect 
of the weapon, but how it performs in 
action. By this criterion microfilm is a 
costly failure. 


Let us look back again for a moment at 
the man who hadn’t got his plates. By the 
time they finally arrive the delay between 
the initial request and getting the whole 
paper is frequently something of the order 
of four to six months. And this brings me 
back to the point I made at the start that 
the scientist’s needs are simple, he just 
wants to be able to read the article which 
interests him immediately. 


You will see from this why microfilm 
is a misery. True it is better than nothing, 
but could you not gerhaps make represen- 
tations to ASLIB suggesting that, when a 
letter can get from Grahamstown to London 
in about four days, a fortnight’s delay is 
all that can really be justified, and further 
that scientific journals are sometimes tricky 
things to handle, so that a person of some 
intelligence is required to supervise thé 
actual photography. I am certain that things 
could be vastly improved if we could get 
the lucky people who sit at the centre of 
things to understand the problem of the 
users who inhabit the scientific periphery. 


(Continued on p. 74) 


ACQUISITIONS IN SPECIAL LIBRARIES 
by 


Betty LUNN 
Lecturer in Librarianship, Witwatersrand University. 


ACQUISITION POLICY 


The American Library Association Glossary 
of library terms™ defines an acquisition 
department thus: “The administrative unit 
in charge of selecting and acquiring books, 
periodicals and other material, by purchase, 
exchange and gift, and of keeping the neces- 
sary records of these additions. Sometimes 
referred to as Order Department or Acces- 
sion Department.” 


The value and usefulness of a library is 
largely determined by its collection of 
materials and by the way in which it is 
arranged. The use of the term ‘“‘materials” 
is intentional, because some of the publica- 
tions of greatest use in a special library are 
not books, but a miscellaneous assortment 
such as trade catalogues, press cuttings, 
maps, pamphlets, charts and the like. 


In many special libraries no clearly for- 
mulated library policy exists. Often the 
range of subjects represents a fortuitous 
choice, partly dependent on the personal 
interests of one or more members of the 
technical staff, or partly related to the 
company’s research programme and range 
of interests. The librarian should try to get 
a written statement of the field to be cover- 
ed and the people to be served from the co- 
ordinating committee or board of manage- 
ment, and with this in her possession she 
is then able to build up a good basic collec- 
tion, to satisfy the immediate demands, and 
she can also try to calculate empirically the 
demands likely to be made in the near 
future. 


ACQUISITION TECHNIQUE 


Techniques of acquisition vary from one 
institution to another, and are often dictated 
by procedures over which the librarian has 
no control, particularly if the library is a 
unit in a large organisation such as a mining 
house, or a manufacturing industry. 


The first step in most libraries is to enter 
the title of the publication ordered, on a 
standard 5” x 3” card or slip, and full 
bibliographical information should be in- 
cluded. If the publication is part of a 
series, then the exact volume number in the 
series must be specified, e.g. American 
Chemical Society. Monograph series, No. 
51. Order cards should provide a space for 
the name of the individual or department 
making the request or suggestion. The re- 
ference to the journal in which it is review- 
ed should be cited. The main reasons for 
providing so much detail on the card are 
to assist the cataloguer, and with so many 
particulars duplication is unlikely. 

The cards are then checked against the 
catalogue. If the items are already on 
order or in the library the card should 
be returned to the person who made the 
request, with the location of the book mark- 
ed, and roneoed slips should be available, 
to inform the borrower that this is the case. 

If it is necessary to have prior aproval, 
purchase lists must be passed by the in- 
dividual or committee concerned. The list 
is then sent to the bookseller. Usually it 
is arranged in alphabetical order of author, 
but if it makes little difference to your 
organisation, booksellers appreciate it if 
orders are arranged by publisher, as this 
enables them to give speedier service. Or- 
ders should be placed at regular intervals, 
if necessary so that the bookseller can in 
turn order any items he may not have in 
stock, by airmail to catch the next plane on 
a regular schedule. Large libraries may place 
their orders regularly once a week, but 
smaller libraries could do so once a month, 
with special arrangements for books which 
may justifiably be regarded as urgent. Any 
special instructions, such as the number of 
copies of an invoice required, must be 
clearly indicated. A number is assigned to 
each order, but some libraries number each 
item. 
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After the order has been placed, the num- 
ber of copies required, if more than one 
is marked on the card, together with the 
date the order was placed, and the name 
of the bookseller. Cards are then interfiled 
with other outstanding orders. When the 
books are received the invoices are care- 
fully checked and passed for payment. 
Cards are then withdrawn from the on order 
file, and information is transferred from 
invoice to card, i.e. date of receipt, and 
invoice price. In the case of an error on 
the part of the supplier, the amount for 
credit or debit must be noted. 

Many libraries to-day, including some in 
this country, are using multiple copy order 
forms, i.e. instead of typing an order on 
a sheet or letterhead, a 3” x 5” card is 
typed, with all particulars. These slips have 
the “self carbon”’ i.e. copies are automatic- 
ally produced, when the original is typed. 
The number of copies varies in different 
institutions, depending upon the use to 
which they are put. In the United States 
eleven copies seems to be the maximum, 
but in South Africa not many libraries 
keep such elaborate records nor are they 
all necessary. 

Dr. Keyes D. Metcalf states: “It may 
be worth while to present a little general 
advice. At best the records must be com- 
plicated and detailed fie. acquisitions 
records]. At best they must be numerous. In 
every organisation that I know anything 
about which has routine records, these 
records tend to multiply as time goes on. 
It is always easy to find an excuse for 
installing a new record. Everything that is 
added takes time. We may think it will 
take only a little time and will be useful, 
but it must be remembered that it will take 
time this week, and next year, and every 
effort should be made to keep the records 
simple, to keep them as few as possible in 
number. Notwithstanding all efforts that 
may be made in this direction, the records 
will accumulate . . . and I have found it 
is necessary to go over them at regular 
intervals and find out those that can be 
eliminated . . . One more piece of general 
advice. That is to watch for records that are 
partially or completely duplicated in other 
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departments of the library. It is often found 
that one record will do for two. Each 
record should be examined critically. Just 
because, by the use of carbons, six copies 
of an order slip can be made almost as 
easily as one, does not mean that six can 
be used as cheaply. Each must be filed, 
checked and finally discarded. These pro- 
cesses take time and cost money. A record 
should not be kept unless in the long run 
it saves more time or money than it takes 
to make or use. If you will keep this in mind, 
you can go ahead and do as you like about 
records, and still not come to grief. When 
it comes to serial and other types of records, 
full advantage should be taken of modern 
business methods and gadgets. For instance 
visible indexes may save considerable time. 
There are various types now available. Some 
are placed on wheels. Do not install a 
record of this kind just because it is an in- 
teresting new gadget, but do acquire it if 
it will pay for itself within a short period.” 


MAJOR FUNCTIONS OF AN ACQUISITION 
DEPARTMENT 


As well as routines of ordering, three 
major functions of an acquisition depart- 
ment may be enumerated. These are: (1) 
Assisting in book selection; (2) Co-ordina- 
ting purchase, gift, and exchange activities; 
(3) Serving as a clearing house for infor- 
mation regarding publications, book-shops, 
prices etc. 


Assisting in book selection. 


Although book selection is often primarily 
done by the technical staff or the subject 
specialists, the acquisition librarian can and 
should be more than a checking and veri- 
fying agency. She is frequently in a par- 
ticularly good position to participate in the 
programme of building up the collection of 
the institution, and of drawing attention to 
the lacunae. 


Co-ordinating purchase, gift and exchange 
activities. 


Experience has taught librarians that this 
work should be centralised. Unless such co- 
ordination exists, there will be waste in 
manpower and records. 


Serving as a clearing house for records. 


A well organised acquisitions department 
can be an effective clearing house for infor- 
mation about publication, publishers and 
best sources. The department must also 
anticipate demand, and draw the attention 
of technical personnel to forthcoming pub- 
lications in their field. Borrowers will soon 
become accustomed to drawing on the ex- 
pert knowledge of the librarian for this 
kind of information. 


Basic STock 


If you are in the happy position of start- 
ing a new library from scratch there are 
basic lists which should be consulted to 
build up your stock. One of the most useful 
is: ANTHONY, L. J. ed. Select list of standard 
British scientific and technical books. A 
supplementary volume covering 1953—7 
with a 1960 imprint has now been publish- 
ed‘), For chemistry, a British publication 
is Dyson, G. Malcolm A short guide to 
chemical literature, and also CRANE, E. J. 
A guide to the literature of chemistry. The 
latter has an American bias. For mathema- 
tics and physics there is PARKE, N. G., 
Guide to the literature of mathematics and 
physics, including related works in engineer- 
ing and science‘. Another general Ameri- 
can source is: HAWKINS, R. R. (ed.) 
Scientific, medical and technical books in 
the U.S.A. 1930—1944). This is kept up-to- 
date with two-yearly supplements. For gene- 
ral reference works the recently published 
WALFORD, A. J. Guide to reference mate- 
rial®) is invaluable. It contains a compre- 
hensive section on Science and Technology, 
and is intelligently annotated by experts. 
Finally, in geology there is PEARL, R. M. 
Guide to geologic literature® and in zoolo- 
gy, SMITH, Roger C. Guide to the litera- 
ture of the zoological sciences”. 

For your basic book stock it will be ne- 
cessary to consult these lists, and unless the 
librarian has a science degree or is a sub- 
ject specialist she should freely seek the 
advice of the senior scientists on the staff. 
In addition to the benefit of their valuable 
specialised knowledge, this often stimulates 
them to take an active interest in the 
library. 
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CURRENT PUBLICATIONS 


When a new book is announced for pub- 
lication and one thinks it is likely to be of 
interest, all details should be entered on a 
card, as usual. Technical books, in the Eng- 
lish language, are freely available in South 
Africa now on approval. Most booksellers 
are only too happy to send out books for 
examination by potential buyers. At this 
University we have found it a source of 
embarrassment. The books would be sent 
on approval to the library, and thence to 
different heads of departments. Some mem- 
bers of staff were so tardy about returning 
them, that we eventually had to ask book- 
sellers to make other arrangements. But in 
a smaller library, with a restricted subject 
field, these difficulties should not arise. The 
bigger booksellers are even prepared to or- 
der a book from overseas for your examina- 
tion, provided it is in the English language. 
If the book cannot be obtained on ap- 
proval one should wait for reviews. It is 
injudicious to buy a book because of its 
subject interest until one can judge from 
a review whether it really has something 
new to contribute to the subject. On the 
other hand, some collections like Africana 
are based on coverage, irrespective of the 
book’s intrinsic merits. With regard to re- 
views, a good one should include details of 
author, title, imprint, pagination, types of 
illustration, edition, if other than the first, 
and price; and an indication of the purpose 
and scope of the work, and whether it is 
intended for general or advanced study. A 
useful feature is a description of the author’s 
qualifications and experience. One should 
be able to judge whether the reviewer has 
given a true evaluation of the book, or 
merely skimmed it, and it is also necessary 
for him to note presentation and style. If 
a reviewer is a specialist in the subject he 
can produce a more considered and more 
profound analysis of the book than a non- 
specialist, although one should guard against 
possible bias on the part of the reviewer. 

When you have opened an account with 
a bookseller you will receive innumerable 
circulars, publishers’ notices etc. You must 
also ask to be put on the mailing list of 


60 


important scientific publishers. Many of the 
circulars will go straight into the waste 
paper basket, but many will be your first 
intimation of an important new publication. 
For example, one first learns from the pub- 
lisher and not from periodicals that a new 
edition of Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory is 
in preparation, or that McGraw-Hill is 
publishing an encyclopaedia of Science and 
Technology. However alert one’s bookseller 
may be, a librarian must regularly check 
one of the more important bibliographies 
for the obscure material. For this purpose, 
particularly for a library which can only 
afford to subscribe to one such tool, the 
B.N.B.°”) would be the best choice, partly 
because of its classified arrangement, and 
because of its general excellence. 

Accession lists of other libraries should 
be scanned. For science and technology in 
this country, the C.S.I.R. accession lists 
are invaluable. Useful too, are the lists 
issued by the larger Universities and Public 
Libraries. If local publications are likely 
to be wanted one should not omit Africana 
Nova“ or the State Library lists of copy- 
right material“*. Special libraries should 
do their best to obtain accession lists of 
libraries in similar and related subject fields 
overseas, as for example, the library of the 
Chemical Society in Great Britain. 

Some useful lists and journals for newly 
published material are Aslib Book List? 


which appear monthly. It lists scientific and. 


technical books in the English language only. 
At the end of each subject section of Chemi- 
cal Abstracts°® new books are noted, but 
not abstracted nor reviewed. Many foreign 
titles are included. Technical Book Review 
Index” has as its purpose primarily the 
identification of reviews in current scientific 
and technical and trade journals; secondari- 
ly when feasible to quote from these reviews. 
In many cases more than one review is 
quoted, often of a divergent opinion, so that 
in some ways it is similar to the Book 
Review Digest. 


SECOND HAND BOOKS 


Every library should have a list of “‘desi- 
derata”. Big booksellers like Blackwell’s or 
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Stechert-Hafner in New York issue from 
time to time lists of new and second-hand 
books on specific subjects, and these could 
be checked against your desiderata file. 
Other booksellers specialise in back runs of 
journals. A useful article on out of print 
publications appeared in Special Libraries 
recently. It was ‘“‘How to find out of print 
publications’, by Agatha Leonard“*?, 

If you are vitally interested in a book 
which is out of print, it is advisable to place 
a “‘search”’ order with a bookseller. If you 
happen to come across it in a catalogue, 
one of the disadvantages of being so far 
from the European market is that half the 
items you may require are sold before your 
request reaches the vendor. The difficulty 
is that catalogues are sent by surface mail. 
At this University although we have several 
times cabled for our wants, the items were 
sold before our cable was received. 

Another possibility in the case of a much 
sought after book is to have it reprinted 
by xerography. Here the question of copy- 
right has to be considered. The Witwaters- 
rand University Library has only once ap- 
plied to have this done to University Micro- 
films, and the publisher would not grant 
permission. It would be invidious for me 
to reveal the name of the publisher, but 
others may be more generous. 


FREE MATERIAL AND EXCHANGES 


Special libraries should if possible join 
the British National Book Centre, which 
for a small annual subscription offers lists 
of books, and separate lists of periodicals. 
The material is all available free, apart from 
postage charges, and it therefore presents 
a wonderful opportunity for a library to 
fill odd gaps and short runs. The B.N.B.C. 
avoids handling the actual material wher- 
ever possible, to reduce costs, merely allo- 
cating it on as fair a basis as possible, and 
then informing the holding library of the 
address to which the material has to be sent. 
At the present the B.N.B.C. is redistributing 
between 7,000 and 10,000 items a month 
— an impressive achievement. A list of 
exchange organisations has been published 
by Unesco. This is the Handbook on the 
international exchange of publications®. 


Similarly, the United States Book Exchange 
(USBE), acts as a pool for participating 
libraries who want to dispose of duplicate 
materials, in return for other materials. 
Library journals which list free and inex- 
pensive materials, and which should be 
scanned are: Unesco Bulletin for Libraries, 
Booklist, Publishers’ Weekly, and the Ver- 
tical File Index. No doubt you can add to 
this list from your own experience. 

Gifts of books, or donations of money 
are valuable sources for enriching the col- 
lection. Most librarians prefer to accept only 
gifts which have no strings attached, and 
they should be free to decide whether all 
or part of the gift should be integrated into 
the collection, discarded, exchanged, or sold. 
The donor should trust the librarian’s 
judgment, for certainly rare items will be 
respected and treated as such. 

It is also true that librarians have on 
occasion refused a gift collection because 
the cost of processing the materials ex- 
ceeded the worth of the collection. 


TRADE CATALOGUES 


These often form valuable if ephemeral 
sources of information. Librarians should 
write to manufacturers who deal with the 
processes and articles in which the library 
is interested. Lists of manufacturers can be 
obtained from Thomas’s Register of Ame- 
rican Manufacturers?” and Kelly’s Direc- 
tory of merchants, manufacturers and ship- 
pers for Great Britain®”. In the same cate- 
gory are house journals which are usually 
issued as prestige or goodwill gestures by 
commercial or industrial organisations. 
Some are designed for circulation amongst 
customers and patrons of the issuing body, 
and others are meant for employees only. 
Many of these publications may be pro- 
cured simply by requesting that the name 
of the library be added to the mailing list. 
The purely “internal” productions do not 
need to be collected, except for local history 
collections. Some of the house journals 
such as Endeavour issued by I.C.I. ‘?* are 
worth keeping and scanning for cuttings or 
abstracting. Other valuable ones are Metro- 
politan-Vickers Gazette’) and Progress 
(24) issued by Unilever. 


ACQUISITIONS IN SPECIAL LIBRARIES 


GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 


A detailed account of British govern- 
ment libraries can be found in: Great 
Britain. Treasury, Organisation and Methods 
division. A guide to government libraries 
(25), A very useful pamphlet was published 
in 1960, simply entitled ‘Published by 
H.M.S.O.”°), An up-to-date American one 
is Schmeckebier, Laurence F. and Ray B. 
Eastin. Government publications and their 
use‘?”), New publications in the United King- 
dom are listed in the Daily List and Month- 
ly Catalogue issued by H.M.S.O. which are 
cumulated annually in the Consolidated 
List. New South African publications are 
listed once a month in the Government 
Gazette. The United States Government 
Printing Office publishes the monthly 
Catalog of U.S. Government publications 
(28). In addition monthly lists are available 
by subscription or gratis from some of the 
U.S. government departments, but only in a 
few cases do they include material not listed 
in the monthly catalogue. Nevertheless it 
might be better for the special library to 
get these lists if the library is only interested 
in one or two subjects instead of subscribing 
to the main one, which might contain much 
that is redundant. 


PERIODICALS 


These are particularly important in a 
special library. Information contained in 
periodicals is almost invariably more up 
to date than that appearing in books. Perio- 
dicals report the results of recent research 
more quickly than do book publications. 
Information on a new process and discovery 
can appear within weeks of formulation if 
it is published in a periodical. The same 
information might take two to three years 
to appear in book form. If all the informa- 
tion which appears in periodicals was sub- 
sequently reported in books there would be 
no need to keep long files for reference 
purposes. As it is, much of this material 
is never published in book form. Many 
processes and techniques can be described 
in a few thousand words which are incapable 
of being expanded into book form; it is this 
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type of material which makes back numbers 
of periodicals important. That is not to say, 
naturally, that such material cannot be used 
as source matter for book length publica- 
tions at a later date. 


A basic list of journals required will be 
evident from general knowledge of the 
subject, but advice and suggestions should 
be sought from key persons who will make 
the most use of the library. If a broad pro- 
gramme of fundamental research is to be 
served the publications of appropriate learn- 
ed societies will be selected to head the list. 
Other related journals having to do perhaps 
with the marketing of products, or any 
posible direction of interest should be added. 
The abstracting and indexing periodicals 
must also be procured. The scope of the 
library is greatly increased by these latter 
since the more obscure items are thus 
brought to one’s attention. 


New British periodicals are recorded 
weekly in the B.N.B. New Serial Titles is 
published monthly by the Library of Con- 
gress**), and cumulates. This publication 
also notes change in title, and cessations. 
An additional non-cumulating monthly ser- 
vice New Serial Titles — non classed sub- 
ject arrangement —“°) provides a valuable 
check list for special librarians not interest- 
ed in the whole field of learning. Science 
Information News ‘*» published by the U.S. 
National Science Foundation is especially 
helpful in providing notes of new foreign 
periodicals. 

In cases of doubt as to the status of a 
periodical its presence in an indexing or 
abstracting service will often serve as a 
guide to its usefulness. This system will be 
especially valuable in the case of foreign 
titles. Another consideration which will 
affect the advisability in purchasing mar- 
ginal material will be its availability in other 
nearby libraries. One can always check this 
with the Catalogue of Union Periodicals‘??. 
This list is currently being revised at the 
C.S.LR. and latest information can be sup- 
plied by their staff. 


Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory 9th ed. 
19595) is one of the primary sources of 
information for periodical selectors. It is 


arranged in broad Dewey order, and one 
of its most useful features is the indication 
of which of the major indexing and ab- 
stracting services covers each of the perio- 
dicals listed. Periodicals are acquired by 
subscription, through membership in so- 
cieties, and occasionally by gift or exchange. 
Subscriptions may be placed directly with 
the publishers, but it is better to place them 
with an agency. A few publishers will not 
accept orders from agencies, and these then 
must be placed directly. 

Records of periodicals. There are several 
systems any of which will serve, if due at- 
tention is given to them. From the placing 
of the order to the final binding of the 
complete volume, the record of receipt and 
the location of all parts must be accurate. 
The completeness of a periodical file is in 
direct proportion to its value, and librarians 
should insist that unbound copies be read 
in the library, or else provide a duplicate set 
for circulation. 


FOREIGN MATERIAL 


In a recent article by Roderick Cave) 
in the Library World entitled Translations 
and book-selection problems the author 
draws attention to the problems of the 
acquisition of foreign materials. Most special 
libraries cannot afford to subscribe to na- 
tional bibliographies in foreign languages, 
so the selection of material will be hap- 
hazard, being dependant on the inclusion of 
reviews in technical journals. Even in Britain 
there is no attempt at comprehensive cover- 
age of foreign material along the lines of 
the Farmington plan, and in such schemes 
as do exist the emphasis is on literary texts. 
In South Africa the State Library’s collec- 
tion of Netherlands and Flemish writers is 
literary and humanistic. The sciences are 
not represented. The neglect is partly due 
to the belief that most foreign books will 
eventually become available in English. 
Statistics quoted by Mr. Cave in his article 
do not bear this out. Most scientists have 
a reading knowledge of French or German 
or both, and today some can read Russian. 
The Consultants Bureau in New York 
publish translations of Russian material, 
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mainly in atomic physics, but because of 
limited demand, prices are very high. 


If translations are required of articles in 
periodicals or other short publications the 
C.S.I.R. maintains an index of translators. 
You will be put in touch with a competent 
person, but you are responsible for all 
financial arrangements. 


DISSERTATIONS AND THESES 


Much information of potential value is 
collected in theses written for higher degrees. 
In South Africa we are indebted to Mr. A. 
M. Lewin Robinson for his Catalogue of 
theses and dissertations accepted for degrees 
by the South African universities, 1918— 
1941, Cape Town, 1943. Mr. S. I. Malan 
has brought this up-to-date with his Union 
Catalogue of theses and dissertations‘*°?. 
Similar lists exist in other countries. 


SPECIAL MATERIAL. PRESS CUTTINGS, 
PHOTOGRAPHS AND PRINTS 


Most special libraries keep press cuttings 
of subjects of particular interest to them. 
In South Africa where the newspapers get 
their news items handed out from the same 
agencies, and the news in different papers 
tends to cover the same ground, it is un- 
necessary to subscribe to too many papers. 
One English morning paper and one Eng- 
lish evening paper, and the same for the 
Afrikaans papers should suffice. A press 
cuttings file should be weeded frequently. 


Some libraries keep a picture collection 
to collect illustrations of every possible type. 
At this University our picture collection is 
mainly used for display purposes, but a 
small special library might use such a col- 
lection as yet another source of information. 
Indubitably illustrations are of reference 
value in some subjects. 


CO-OPERATIVE ACQUISITION 


The Council of the South African Library 
Association is working on this problem. In 
the U.S.A. you have the well known Farm- 
ington plan, and in the Scandinavian coun- 
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tries the lesser known Scandia plan, which 
is a plan for voluntary co-operation which 
transcends national boundaries, between 
Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden. 
The allocation of special subject collections 
is made on a basis of comparative evalua- 
tion of existing collections. Thus Norwegian 
libraries specialise in the literature of sea- 
weed research and Swedish libraries in shale 
oil technology‘*®. In South Africa it should 
be possible on the basis of the C.U.P. to 
see that there is an adequate coverage of 
periodicals and that unnecessary duplication 
is avoided. 


STAFF 


Dr. Metcalf in the book I have already 
cited “) maintains that acquisition work 
does not require a fully trained librarian. 
In his own words “It is extravagant and 
unwise to have work done by a library- 
school graduate that can be done just as 
well by a good clerical assistant. It is unwise 
and extravagant from the point of view of 
the library, the profession as a whole, and 
the individuals involved. Most clerical work 
can be done better by a well-trained clerical 
assistant than by a library school graduate. 
A person should not be admitted to library 
school unless he is capable of doing some- 
thing more than clerical work, and if he is 
capable of doing more than clerical work, 
he probably will not stay happy doing it.” 

When it comes to the organisation in a 
small library the staff will consist generally 
of only one person, or possibly part of the 
time of one person, and no division of labour 
between individuals is necessary. 


Finally, one must appeal to librarians to 
maintain high standards in selecting their 
books, and to eschew material that is poorly 
presented, or books that lack an index, 
thereby influencing publishers to make 
available only books that are accurate and 
important contributions to science, as well 
as being written with style, and free from 
academic or any other jargon. 
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(Continued from p. 42) 
SPORT 


PRICE, M. Springboks in the lion’s den. 

Timmins. 

This description of a well-known South 
African journalist, of the Springbok rugby 
tour of the United Kingdom and France 
during the Northern winter of 1960—6l, 
follows the latest and commendable trend 
in books on sport of not merely providing 
a dry analysis of matches played, thereby 
limiting the pleasure of reading them to the 
experts and enthusiasts. It includes also the 
human side of the story, and a touch of 
humour and fun, with a good measure of 
welcome, if irrevelant, descriptive observa- 
tion. 
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PROVINSIALE BIBLIOTEEKDIENSTE, 1960 


deur 
D. L. EXLERS 
VERGELYKENDE STATISTIEK 


Aanvang van diens 1951 
Aantal streke 18 
Boekevoorraad 2,177,763 
Aantal Openbare Biblioteke 173 
Aantal dépdts 
Sirkulasie van boeke 
Ledetal 

Plattelandse Blanke 


bevolking (1951) 684,925 


Kaap 


726* 
5,431,865* 
173,529* 


Transvaal Vrystaat Natal 
1945 1950 1952 
8 3 3 
1,250,639 387,967 478,482 
83 70 32 
568 105 246 
3,952,570 1,347,215 1,533,747 
135,557 51,522 63,317 
110,213 


467,956 192,418 


* Finale syfers was nog nie beskikbaar toe hierdie oorsig opgestel is nie en die syfers hierbo is dus 
konserwatiewe skattings. Die finale syfers sal hoér wees. 


KAAPLAND 


By bostaande syfers is ingesluit syfers 
i.v.m. die diens aan Nie-blankes van wie 
ongeveer 33,000 lede was en aan wie by 
sowat 203 dienspunte ongeveer 605,631 
boeke uitgereik is. 

Gedurende die jaar is 4,375 filmvertonings 
vir blanke gehore en 625 vir nie-blanke ge- 
hore gehou. Dit is bygewoon deur 307,034 
blankes en 89,709 nie-blankes onderskei- 
delik. 

Uitstallings oor ’n groot verskeidenheid 
onderwerpe is op 18 verskillende dorpe ge- 
hou. Afgesien hiervan is kersfeesuitstallings 
op sowat 100 plekke georganiseer. Dan was 
daar ook ’n reisende uitstalling in verband 
met die Uniefees wat gedurende April en 
Mei op 14 van die grootste dorpe in die 
Provinsie vertoon is. 

In die Vanrhynsdorp-streek is ’n baie oor- 
spronklike program uitgevoer. ’n Opstelwed- 
stryd is naamlik vir Kleurlingskoolkinders 
uitgeskryf en meer as 400 inskrywings is 
ontvang. Drie boekpryse is aan die wenners 
in die drie ouderdomsgroepe toegeken. 

Soos gedurende die vorige jaar het ’n 
groep van die N.T.O. weer eens ’n reeks 
spellesings in plattelandse biblioteke gehou 
en hierdie keer is 0.a. Noordwes-Kaapland 
besoek. Al die stimulering begin nou vrugte 
afwerp. So is daar deur plaaslike talent in 


medewerking met die diens op Piketberg ’n 
Bybeldrama met groot sukses opgevoer. Op 
Vryburg het ’n aktiewe musiekvereniging 
tot stand gekom, terwyl op Peddie ’n spel- 
leesgroep gestig is. Dat die platteland voor 
die koms van die biblioteekdiens darem nie 
heeltemal sonder kultuurbedrywighede was 
nie, word bewys deur die feit dat nie ver 
van Peddie af nie, nl. op Addo reeds die 
afgelope 40 jaar ’n bedrywige spelleesgroep 
bestaan. 

Van 6 tot 8 September is ’n Lenteskool 
op Springbok gereél deur die Organiseer- 
der van Onderwys vir Volwassenes in same- 
werking met die diens. In Julie is ’n vakan- 
sieskool vir Kleurlingbibliotekarisse in 
Kaapstad gehou. 

Onder die aantal biblioteke wat in die 
loop van die jaar by die diens aangesluit 
het, is Oudtshoorn, George, Middelburg, 
Riversdal, Kenhardt en Keiskammahoek 
seker die vernaamste. Die aankoop van die 
waardevolle versameling Afrikaanse boeke 
van Prof. P. J. Nienaber deur die diens, is 
een van die hoogtepunte van die jaar. 


TRANSVAAL 


Die Staatsbiblioteek se vakansieskool is 
van 4 tot 15 Julie in Pretoria gehou en deur 
44 persone bygewoon. 
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’n Nuwe streekbiblioteekgebou te Klerks- 
dorp is op 10 Junie deur die Administrateur 
geopen. Nuwe biblioteekgeboue is ook op- 
gerig op Lyttelton, Witbank, Bryanston en 
Waverley, terwyl die akkommodasie groot- 
liks verbeter is op Bethal, Bronkhorstspruit, 
Graskop, Standerton, Morgenzon, Volksrust, 
Wolmaranstad en Carletonville. 

Die diens se kunsversameling is in die 
loop van die jaar aansienlik uitgebrei en 
beloop nou 2,073 reproduksies en teen die 
einde van 1960 was 64 uitstallings hiervan 
in sirkulasie by plaaslike biblioteke en 
dépots. 

Die diens het aktief deelgeneem aan die 
Uniefees. Die Direkteur is deur die Uit- 
voerende Komitee van die Provinsie benoem 
tot sekretaris van die Uniefeeskomitee van 
die Administrasie en moes in dié hoedanig- 
heid gedurende die eerste helfte van 1960 
die grootste deel van sy tyd bestee aan die 
Administrasie se deelname aan die Uniefees. 
Die Biblioteekdiens is dan ook goed ver- 
teenwoordig in die Transvaalse Paviljoen 
by die Unieskou. 

Tydens die Afdeling vir Onderwys vir 
Volwassenes se gesinskursus te Rustenburg 
in Julie, het die diens gesorg vir ’n groot 
uitstalling van boeke oor onderwerpe wat 
behandel is en ook vir ’n uitstalling van 
kunsafdrukke. By die jaarkongres van die 
Suid-Afrikaanse Vrouefederasie wat in Sep- 
tember te Pietersburg gehou is, is ’n groot 
uitstalling van boeke aangebied oor die rol 
van die vrou in die gemeenskap. Dit is 
slegs enkele voorbeelde van hoe die diens 
met vrywillige organisasies saamwerk om 
die belangrikheid van goeie leesstof onder 
die aandag van die publiek te bring. 

Hierbenewens is nie minder nie as 63 
kleiner uitstallings gedurende die jaar in 
talle biblioteke vertoon oor ’n groot ver- 
skeidenheid onderwerpe waaronder vreemde 
lande, kinderboeke en boeke vir die gesin 
vermelding verdien. Ook ’n groot aantal 
filmvertonings, lesings en praatjies is deur 
lede van die personeel vir plattelandse ge- 
meenskappe gereél. 

Daar is nou sewe biblioteekdépdéts vir 
Kleurlinge en Asiate met 1,092 lede en die 
sirkulasie van boeke onder hulle het 9,462 
beloop. 


SUID-AFRIKAANSE BIBLIOTEKE 


VRYSTAAT 


Beter huisvesting vir biblioteke is voor- 
sien op Harrismith, Welkom, Herftzogville, 
Hobhouse, Philippolis en Verkeerdevlei. Die 
biblioteke op Bothaville, Edenburg en Roux- 
ville is geheel-en-al gereorganiseer. 


Veertien verenigings het by die dramabib- 
lioteekdiens aangesluit en die lede van hier- 
die diens van die Provinsiale Biblioteek tel 
nou 42. Gedurende die jaar is 87 enkele 
eksemplare en 45 stelle van Engelse toneel- 
stukke, asook 90 enkele eksemplare en 27 
stelle van Afrikaanse toneelstukke aan ver- 
enigings geleen. Die Vierfontein Power Sta- 
tion Recreation Club alleen het drie toneel- 
stukke opgevoer. Ook op Fouriesburg, Kof- 
fiefontein, Paul Roux, Reitz, Wepener en 
Welkom het plaaslike talent toneelopvoe- 
rings aangedurf. 


Op die Administrasie se eie koste is twee 
kursusse vir plattelandse bibliotekarisse ge- 
reél: die een op Kroonstad en die ander 
op Bloemfontein. Die bywoning was 24. 


Boekweke om die diens beter bekend te 
stel, is op Ficksburg, Senekal en Marquard 
gehou. Afgesien van boekuitstallings, is ver- 
skeidenheidskonserte en lesings gehou en 
rolprente vertoon. 


’n Interessante proefneming is gedoen met 
die instelling van ’n reisende biblioteek- 
diens op Estoire — een van die ,,voorstede”’ 
van Bloemfontein. Estoire word twee keer 
per week besoek en die reisende biblioteek 
hou op vyf plekke stil en leen boeke direk 
aan die publiek uit. Teen die end van 1960 
was daar reeds 267 lede en gedurende die 
laaste vyf maande van die jaar is 5,551 
boeke uitgereik. 


NATAL 


Ook in hierdie Provinsie is daar op ver- 
skeie plekke verbeterde akkommodasie en 
meer rakruimte beskikbaar gestel soos bv. 
op Donnybrooke, Babanango en Dargle. 
Sosiale byeenkomste het ’n aanvang ge- 
neem met ’n baie geslaagde funksie op 
Baynesfield vroeg in die jaar. Op Weenen 
is ’n nuwe biblioteekgebou opgerig en in 
gebruik geneem. 
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THE FOLLOWING review should be read in 
conjunction with its three predecessors). 
Like them it is chiefly based on information 
derived from a questionnaire sent to the 
larger libraries and library services of the 
Republic and the Federation; the arrange- 
ment follows the same lines as in the 
previous reviews. 

Accounts of South African bibliographi- 
cal progress have again been sent to the 
Unesco International Committee on Biblio- 
graphy, Documentation and Technology, 
whose publication, Bibliography, Docu- 
mentation and Technology, includes recent 
information derived from national biblio- 
graphical working groups throughout the 
world. The national group for the Republic 
is the Bibliographical Committee of the 
S.A. Library Association,’? which was en- 
larged during 1960 by the appointment of 
Mr. H. O. K. Zastrau and Miss Anna 
Smith, and the co-option of Miss E. Levy 
and Miss U. E. M. Judd. A revised Con- 
stitution was under review during the year, 
and the Committee took a leading part 
in the surveying activities of the Associa- 
tion’s Action Committee on Library Co- 
operation. 

During the period under review the Na- 
tional Council for Social Research made 
a grant of R5,000 (£2,500) to a research 
committee sponsored by Potchefstroom 
University and administered in conjunction 
with a supervisory committee on which the 
S.A. Library Association and its Action 
Committee, and the Research Councils, are 
represented. This grant has been made 
available for the purposes of investigating 
present strengths and weaknesses in the 
book resources of all libraries in South Africa, 
particularly in the field of research. The 
Bibliographical Committee submitted a 
workplan for the following projects: a clear 
survey of present bibliographical equipment, 
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the chief lacunae, and proposals for filling 
these lacunae (being undertaken by the 
writer; the present review serving as an 
interim report); the revision of the Direc- 
tory of photographic service points in Africa 
south of the Sahara (being undertaken by 
Dr. O. H. Spohr); a report on methods of 
reproduction at present in use in South 
African bibliographical projects, and re- 
commendations for new methods suitable 
for South African conditions (also being 
undertaken by Dr. Spohr);“ and the com- 
pilation of a Directory of information 
sources in the Humanities in Southern 
Africa, which is being undertaken by Mr. 
R. Musiker. These projects, under the re- 
search supervision of the present writer, 
were all in progress at the end of the period 
under review, and it is hoped to publish 
results later in 1961. 

The present writer read a paper on Bib- 
liographical services and centres, with spe- 
cial reference to Southern Africa, at the 
Bloemfontein Conference of the S.A. Lib- 
rary Association in September, 1960. An 
account of the bibliographical services and 
projects in the Government Depart- 
ments of the Union (now Republic) of 
South Africa, by Mr. S. J. Kritzinger, Chief 
Government Librarian, appeared in South 
African Libraries for October, 1960. 


UNION CATALOGUES AND LISTS 


(i) National union catalogue of books 


At the Bloemfontein Conference of the 
S.A. Library Association held in Septem- 
ber, 1960, Dr. T. Friis read a paper en- 
titled A Union Catalogue for South 
Africa emphasising the trend towards 
the use of printed catalogues based on 
punched card techniques. Mr. H. J. Aschen- 
born contributed a paper on The joint cata- 
logue of South African libraries calling 
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for further research into the cost and tech- 
nical aspects of union catalogues, with South 
African needs particularly in mind. A sub- 
Committee of the Action Committee, com- 
prising Dr. Friis (convener), Mr. Aschen- 
born and Mr. D. H. Varley, is at present 
investigating the merits of various types of 
Union Catalogues; the first two members 
were to be overseas in the latter part of 
1961, and would draw on contemporary 
practice in the U.S.A. and Europe before 
reporting to the Research Committee. 


The State Library Division of the Re- 
public has again maintained a union cata- 
logue on cards of books in all its con- 
stituent libraries, and the office of the 
Chief Librarian has again served as a 
National Exchange Centre for the libraries 
of the Republic. 


In the Rhodesias, the beginnings of a 
union catalogue of library resources in the 
Federation have been initiated by the South- 
ern Rhodesia National Free Library Ser- 
vice, which is building new headquarters 
in Bulawayo. 


(ii) Provincial and regional union catalogues 
of books 


The Cape Provincial Library Service now 
hopes to complete its printed catalogue of 
the book holdings of the Service added since 
November 1957, late in 1961. The book- 
stocks of sixty affiliated libraries have been 
reorganized from May 1959 — July 1961, 
and a record of their holdings has been 
included in the full catalogue of the holdings 
of the Service, to be completed ‘after 1961’. 
Photographic work on the catalogues of the 
nine large libraries in the Cape Province 
not forming part of the Service, was com- 
pleted during 1961. 


The other three Provincial services con- 
tinued to maintain union catalogues of the 
libraries within or affiliated to their services. 


(iii) Local union catalogues of books 


Once again the City Libraries, Cape 
Town, maintained their union catalogue of 
holdings in the 30-odd service-points ad- 
ministered by the Service. Cards of new 
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accessions were sent to the State Library 
for incorporation in the Union Catalogue 
there, and to the Provincial Union Cata- 
logue. 


(iv) Union catalogue of periodicals 


Although it was published only after the 
end of the period under review, mention 
must be made here of the appearance of 
Letter “A” of the important research tool, 
Periodicals in South African Libraries Tyd- 
skrifte in Suid-Afrikaanse biblioteke, spon- 
sored by the two Research Councils under 
the editorship of Miss J. Greijbe for the 
sciences, and Miss E. Hartmann for the 
humanities. As the fruitful result of dis- 
cussions arising from the paper on Biblio- 
graphical services read at the Bloemfontein 
Conference, 1960, these sponsoring bodies 
agreed to combine the entries for the scien- 
ces and humanities in one alphabetical se- 
quence. As a result, we have at last a com- 
pact, unified reference tool, modelled in 
the Scientific Serials in Australian Libraries 
and Gregory, in looseleaf form, and there- 
fore susceptible to easy revision. Subscrib- 
ers to PISAL/TISAB (R10 (100/-) p.a.) 
are entitled to receive new or replacement 
sheets whenever issued, and special binders 
for every 2,000 leaves published. 


The reproduction and presentation of the 
first section (Letter ‘‘A’’) is first-rate: this 
Union list represents possibly the greatest 
co-operative achievement in South African 
library history, and we in South Africa 
should be proud of a bibliographical tool 
which compares favourably with those of 
its kind anywhere in the world today. 


Similar work on a smaller scale has been 
in progress for the Federation of Rhodesia 
and Nyasaland, under the care of the Scien- 
tific Information Service at the University 
College Library in Salisbury. Preliminary 
work has been completed, and the cata- 
logue, when edited, will incorporate the 
holdings of about 100 libraries in the Fede- 
ration®. For the writer this is particularly 
encouraging, for the compilation of such 
a catalogue was strongly emphasised in his 
Carnegie Report on the libraries of the 
Rhodesias and Nyasaland, ten years ago‘. 
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A subject bibliography of current periodi- 
cals in the libraries of the State Depart- 
ments of the Republic is being compiled by 
the Chief Librarian, State Library Services, 
who is also revising the list of current 
periodicals in these libraries (last revision, 
1958). 

In his State Library bibliographies nos. 
1—3, Mr. H. J. Aschenborn has made ex- 
perimental subject lists of periodicals held 
in South Africa, based on photoreproduc- 
tion of entries from Ulrich’s well-known 
directory of periodicals, with location re- 
cords. contributed by the PISAL/TISAB 
administration. The intention is to provide 
a subject check on the alphabetically- 
arranged Union list, with location records 
attached. 


(v) Union catalogues of academic theses 


As recorded in last year’s report, Mr. S. 
I. Malan has published the first supplement 
(for 1959) to his Union Catalogue of theses 
and dissertations accepted by South African 
universities, 1942—58, and work on the 
second supplement (for 1960) is in progress. 
Also in progress is the compilation of Ab- 
stracts of theses and dissertations accepted 
for higher degrees in the Potchefstroom 
University, April 1957 to date. No progress, 
unfortunately, can yet be reported with 
the establishment of a central repository 
for academic theses on microfilm, but this 
will doubtless constitute one of the desi- 
derata to be recommended by the Biblio- 
graphical survey at present in progress. 


(vi) Union catalogue of Africana 


In last year’s review an account was given 
of the project being undertaken by the 
Trustees of the South African Library, with 
Government help, for the revision and sup- 
plementing of Sidney Mendelssohn’s stand- 
ard South African bibliography (2 vols., 
1910). After decisions had been taken on 
the definitions, scope and procedures to be 
used in this scheme, work began in earnest 
in August 1960, and by the end of the first 
year a “master catalogue” in duplicate has 
been built up, comprising the items in the 
printed Bibliography photographed on to 
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card-sized paper; the six volumes of typed 
Additions kept in the Parliamentary Lib- 
rary; and items “not in Mendelssohn”’ (in- 
cluding corrections and variations of entry) 
up till the publication date, 1925, as record- 
ed in the South African Library and its 
collections, the Mendelssohn and Parlia- 
mentary Libraries, and the University of 
Cape Town Libraries. Some idea of the 
dimensions of this project can be gained 
from the fact that whereas the two printed 
volumes of Mendelssohn comprise about 
7,500 entries, another 15,000 have already 
been added from Cape Town sources alone. 

Editing work by Mrs. D. E. Smit is con- 
tinuing in Cape Town, while 17 trayfuls 
of cards and a Duplomat machine have 
been transferred to the Rand by Mrs. J. 
Kaufmann, who is progressively checking 
the holdings of the main Africana libraries, 
public and private, in other centres. It should 
be emphasised that this project has two 
main objects: firstly, to supplement, but 
not replace, the original Meldelssohn; and 
secondly, to constitute a Union Catalogue 
showing the location of items, which will 
also form the basis of whatever published 
information is decided upon when the col- 
lection of material and its editing have 
been completed. Checking and cataloguing 
— and re-cataloguing in some cases — is 
being carried out in great detail, and it 
will be appreciated that the “master-catalo- 
gue’, when completed (though never com- 
plete in the absolute sense of the word) will 
form a major research tool for workers in 
all fields of historical endeavour relating to 
South Africa south of the Limpopo. 

The initiator and first Chief Editor of 
this project, Mr. D. H. Varley, who toured 
the main centres outside Cape Town in 
preparation for Mrs. Kaufmann’s visit, ear- 
lier in 1961, will resign on 30 September 
1961 on his appointment as Librarian of 
the University College of Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland, and would like to acknowledge 
in this review his gratitude to all govern- 
ment and library authorities in South Africa 
for their ready co-operation in making this 
project feasible. He will be succeeded as 
Editor-in-chief by Mr. A. M. Lewin Ro- 
binson“*?. 
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DIRECTORIES OF RESOURCES 


Mention has already been made of the 
Directory of information sources in the 
Humanities at present being compiled by 
Mr. R. Musiker. The Council for Scientific 
and Industrial Research has under way a 
Directory of scientific resources in South 
Africa, which is being issued in looseleaf 
form, each sheet being subsequently revised 
“as and when necessary”. The first four 
sections will be published in the following 
order: Scientific organizations in South 
Africa; Scientific and technical societies in 
South Africa; Scientific and technical perio- 
dicals published in South Africa; and 
Scientific, technical and medical libraries in 
South Africa”. 


A Directory of Libraries in the Federa- 
tion of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, compiled 
by the Scientific and Technical Information 
Service at the University College Library in 
Salisbury, was published in 1960. 


CURRENT BIBLIOGRAPHICAL TOOLS 
(i) Current national lists 


Publication of Africana Nova, a quarter- 
ly bibliography of current works published 
in or about South Africa, was continued by 
the South African Library in Cape Town 
(Rl, or 10/- p.a.). The State Library, Pre- 
toria, produced its quarterly printed classi- 
fied lists, South African National Biblio- 
graphy (cumulated annually), mention of 
which was made in last year’s review (Over- 
seas subscription, R2 p.a.; free to libraries 
in the Republic). While these two lists cover 
some of the same ground, the latter in- 
cludes only material published within the 
Republic, while the former includes books 
and pamphlets published about South 
Africa elsewhere, and by South Africans 
overseas. Both are indexed, and each com- 
plements the other. Suggestions that the two 
lists might be combined, or their subject 
matter demarcated between the two libra- 
ries, have been further discussed during the 
year, and form part of a larger enquiry into 
the functions of the two national libraries. 
In the meantime the information available 
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in these lists has been usefully supplemented 
by the lists of material received under Legal 
Deposit by the Natal Society Public Library 
in Pietermaritzburg and the G.A. Fichardt 
Public Library in Bloemfontein. 


The fourth revised edition of the Biblio- 
graphy of African bibliographies south of 
the Sahara, compiled by Mr. A. M. Lewin 
Robinson, was published early in 1961 as 
Grey Bibliography no. 7, by the South 
African Library, Cape Town. The modi- 
fied U.D.C. classification has been retained, 
and the number of entries has grown to 
approximately 1,350. This bibliography has 
now established itself as the standard work 
on its subject, and is supplemented between 
main revisions in the Quarterly Bulletin of 
the South African Library. 


(ii) Subject and author bibliographies 


(a) Student bibliographies: University of 
Cape Town 


Subjects of bibliographies submitted to 
the examiners by students taking the Higher 
Certificate and Diploma Course in Libra- 
rianship at the University of Cape Town, 
as part requirement for the Final Certifi- 
cate, included the following in the period 
under review (those marked * have either 
been published in the University Library’s 
Biblographies series, or have been accepted 
for publication in due course): Sesuto 
language and literature, 1910—58; South 
West Africa, 1946—60*; Publications of the 
Division of Fisheries, 1895—1960; Onge- 
bundelde Afrikaanse gedigte in Die Huis- 
genoot, 1940—44*; Soil conservation, 1946 
—1959*; Blood research in South Africa, 
1950—1959; Stone implements in South 
Africa — works published, 1947—1960; 
Costume and fashion in South Africa*; 
the Jameson Raid*; South African place- 
names; the University College of Fort Hare, 
1905—1959*; M. E. Rothmann en haar 
werk*; Basutoland, to 1946 (supplementing 
an earlier bibliography); the South African 
Public Library, Cape Town; African pro- 
teas; and Riding horse types in South 
Africa, 1940—1960. 
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(b) Student bibliographies: Witwatersrand 
University 


Students at the Department of Librarian- 
ship, Witwatersrand University, completed 
the following items as part requirement for 
their Diploma: Index to The State; Reper- 
torium van artikels in die Tydskrif vir We- 
tenskap en Kuns, 1922—1939; First-line and 
title-index to the poetry of Roy Campbell; 
and Index to the poems of Thomas Pringle. 
It is hoped that these tools, although student 
work, may eventually be made generally 
available to the public. 


(iii) Systematic bibliographic, buying- and 
reading-lists 


Ad hoc reading lists compiled by libra- 
ries in the ordinary course of their referen- 
ce work, are not usually noticed here. 
Characteristic of such lists are those com- 
piled and distributed by the Cape Provincial 
Library Service, covering subjects as diverse 
as Afrikaans drama, family relationships, 
boatbuilding and Youth problems. The City 
Libraries, Cape Town, compiled reading 
lists of juvenile literature, suitably graded, 
subject guides to “teach yourself’? books 
available in the service, and a revised buying 
list of English adult fiction, including 
standard authors. 


The State Library continued to supply 
contributions of translated works published 
in the Republic for inclusion in Unesco’s 
Index translationum, and the Witwaters- 
rand University Library, a select biblio- 
graphy of works on the English language 
and literature published in South Africa, 
for inclusion in English studies in Africa 
and the Annual bibliography of English 
language and literature respectively. Similar 
lists for Afrikaans language and literature 
appeared in the Tydskrif vir Geestesweten- 
skappe™. 


The C.S.I.R. continued its useful Library 
information and accessions, described in 
our last year’s report. From the University 
of South Africa Library came a 37-page 
Duits-Africana bibliografie produced in 
Xerox-lithography, a select list based on 
the Library’s collections. 


CATALOGUES OF SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
AND EXHIBITIONS 


Although there were no major exhibitions 
during the year under review, some useful 
work was done on the many special collec- 
tions in the country. These range from the 
very comprehensive Smithsonian Collection 
of United States government publications 
at the State Library, Pretoria (Select list of 
accessions, January 1959—March 1961) to 
an interesting Short-title list of books print- 
ed before the year 1701 in the University 
of Natal Library,°” in which the Library’s 
Xerox apparatus was used to advantage. 
A similar list of 100 books on the early 
history of science from the Powell Collec- 
tion at the same library, was in preparation 
The University of Cape Town libraries re- 
port the publication of the original catalo- 
gue of the private library of the Ballot 
family, now the property of the University 
Library, as no. 2 in its Varia series and a 
revised and enlarged edition of the List and 
index to Command Papers and House of 
Commons Papers relating to South Africa 
in the University Libraries, is also in pre- 
paration. A fully annotated catalogue of the 
Sibbett Collection of photographs of Cecil 
Rhodes and his contemporaries is in prepa- 
ration, as well as a catalogue and brochure 
on the Kipling Collection. 

The University of Stellenbosch Library 
reports further progress with its catalogues 
of the Melt Brink, Hugh Solomon Africana 
and Pamphlet collections. 

In Pretoria, work on the catalogue of 
the new Afrika-Instituut was in its early 
stages. Further plans await the return of 
Mr. H. O. K. Zastrau, Librarian of the 
University of South Africa, from his over- 
seas tour of bibliographic and documenta- 
tion centres. 

The C.S.I.R. have compiled a catalogue | 
of their newly-formed International Collec- 
tion“®) and the Cape Provincial Library is 
busy on a catalogue of the children’s books 
available in its Service. 

Several lists of serial publications avail- 
able in specific libraries have been revised, 
including the extensive records prepared by 
the Johannesburg Public Library, and the 
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Library of the University of the Witwaters- 
rand. 


INVENTORIES AND GUIDES TO MANUSCRIPT 
COLLECTIONS 


Work on the mediaeval manuscripts of 
the Grey Collection at the South African 
Library, Cape Town, was continued by 
Professor Leslie F. Casson. Further articles 
on these manuscripts appeared in the 
Quarterly Bulletin of the South African 
Library, and pride of place in the Summer, 
1961, number of the Book Collector (Lon- 
don) was given to a general article by 
Professor Casson on these manuscripts, 
with several illustrations“*). As these 
manuscripts become more widely known, 
requests for photocopies of works in whole 
or part have been received from specialists 
in several overseas countries, such as the 
Dante Society in Florence, Professor Kris- 
taller at Columbia University, New York, 
and Professor Sten Karling of Stockholm. 

Extensive use of the J. X. Merriman 
Papers in the South African Library was 
made during the year by Mrs. Phyllis Lew- 
sen, editor of the Correspondence of J. X. 
Merriman, 1870—90,“°) published by the 
Van Riebeeck Society; two further volumes 
are in preparation. 

The Manuscripts Division at the Univer- 
sity of Cape Town Libraries reports further 
work on the inventorying of collections de- 
posited by Messrs. Garlicks Ltd. (1884— 
1952) and by the architectural firm founded 
by Sir Herbert Baker (1896—1952). A de- 
tailed inventory was also made of the 
University’s own archives, about which the 
University Librarian and the Assistant in 
charge of this Division have published a 
systematic account in the present journal®?. 

Rhodes University Library is shortly pre- 
paring two important accession lists of loan 
collections received by the Cory Library 
for Historical Research, now housed in the 
Library’s new building. 


INDEXES TO BOOKS AND PERIODICALS 


An encouraging amount of activity may 
be recorded under this head. The Transvaal 
Provincial Library published a comprehen- 
sive Index to Afrikaans short stories, com- 
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piled by Mr. G. R. Morris“”. At the 
Johannesburg Public Library, a ten-year 
cumulation of the standard work Index to 
South African periodicals, 1950—59, has 
gone to press, and publication is expected 
at the end of 1961. The Index for 1960 was 
in the press at the time of the compilation 
of this review. Indexes to the Minutes of 
the meetings of the Johannesburg City Coun- 
cil, 1950—S9, have been completed, as well 
as a current index. An index to Godlonton 
and Irving’s Narrative of the Kaffir War of 
1850—S1 (including the Grahamstown and 
London editions) was published during the 
year, and work on other indexing projects, 
as listed in last year’s review, is still in 
progress. 

The University of Cape Town Libraries 
compiled an index to E. A. Walker’s The 
S.A.C. and the University of Cape Town, 
1829—1929, which is to be published short- 
ly, and a biographical index to Men of the 
Times (Cape and Orange River Colony, 
Johannesburg, 1906) and to P. W. Laid- 
ler’s Growth and government of Cape Town. 
These were published in the Varia series, 
the latter being produced in conjunction 
with the South African Library. 

Indexes to Mousaion (University of South 
Africa) and the Cape Librarian (Cape Pro- 
vincial Library Service) are projected or in 
progress. Indexes compiled as student pro- 
jects at the Witwatersrand University Lib- 
rary School have already been mentioned 
under the heading ‘“‘Student bibliographies”. 


LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS 


Once again we attempt a ‘round-up’ of 
library publications from Southern Africa, 
and once again we can report encouraging 
activity in our comparatively small library 
community (but how many of our 1,000 
Association members actually take part in 
creative library writing?) 

Serial publications regularly issued in- 
cluded: from the South African Library, 
Cape Town, its Quarterly Bulletin, which 
completed its fifteenth year of publication; 
and Africana Nova (also quarterly). From 
the State Library, came the South African 
National Bibliography (quarterly, cumulated 
annually, mentioned above). The Johannes- 
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burg Public Library published the Munici- 
pal Reference Library Bulletin (monthly), 
and Africana notes and news was published 
from the Africana Museum, Johannesburg, 
under the general editorship of the City 
Librarian. From the University of South 
Africa, Mousaion (irregular); and from the 
Provincial systems, the Cape Librarian/ 
Kaapse Bibliotekaris (monthly), Free State 
Libraries/Vrystaatse Biblioteke and Natal 
Provincial Library News/Natal Provinsiale 
Biblioteeknuus. The Transvaal Provincial 
Library published Toneelnuus/Play news, 
and, in collaboration with the National 
Drama Library in Bloemfontein, the Dra- 
magids. 

House journals included the Cauldron 
(Johannesburg Public Library), the Jaggerite 
(University of Cape Town Libraries) and, 
after a ten year gap, the Sapling (South 
African Library). 

Finally, South African Libraries /Suid- 
Afrikaanse Biblioteke (quarterly) and the 
monthly Newsletter /Nuusbrief of the S.A. 
Library Association were joined by a wel- 
come recent recruit, the Newsletter of the 
newly-established Library Association of 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland (published from 
P.O. Box 1773, Bulawayo, Southern Rho- 
desia), containing a number of articles on 
recent library activity in the Federation. 

Interesting additions to the miscellanea 
of library publishing during 1960—61 have 
included a reprint by Xerox-lithography of 
J. H. Redelinghuys’ De eerloosheid ontmas- 
keerd (Amsterdam, 1792), from the Univer- 
sity of South Africa, limited edition, copies, 
R3.10 each, and a series of publications 
from the State Library, Pretoria, including 
the first of a series of Monographs of the 
Printer’s Museum“ ®) and two items in the 
Contribution to Library Science series“®. 
Reference has already been made to the 
first four items in the State Library’s Bib- 
liographies series. 

For the S.A. Library Association itself, 
Mr. S. I. Malan compiled an interim list of 
English-Afrikaans library terms, of which 
copies are obtainable from the Secretary of 
the Association. 

The Friends of the South African Library 
published the Matabeleland travel letters of 
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Marie Lippert, 1891, as their ‘Christmas 
book’ for 1960. It was translated from the 
German by Eric Rosenthal, with additional 
notes by D. H. Varley, and many of the 
original sketches were reproduced by offset- 
lithography in the University of Cape 
Town’s Library Photographic Department. 
One further number in the Willem Hiddingh 
series was jointly published by the Univer- 
sity of Cape Town Libraries and the South 
African Library (distributed by C. Struik, 
Queen Victoria Street, Cape Town): the 
rare Republic of Natal by G. M. Theal. 


DESIDERATA 


Those to whom this year’s questionnaire 
was sent, were asked to suggest biblio- 
graphical projects and tools which were 
still needed in South Africa. A number of 
interesting suggestions were made, and these 
will form the basis of a report on costs, 
methods and priorities, to the Research 
Committee. For present purposes the fol- 
lowing proposals may be recorded (arrang- 
ed in no particular order): Regional (or 
local) biliographies of general bibliograph- 
ical sources and indexes available in the 
chief libraries of the area; a retrospective 
bibliography of Government publications, 
with subject index; bibliographies of twen- 
tieth-century travel literature relating to 
South Africa, and a comprehensive Eastern 
Cape bibliography; index to South African 
periodicals published before 1940; guide 
to official statistics and sources; revision of 
some earlier Grey bibliographies. 


CONCLUSION 


Many litres of breath are expended, and 
many gallons of ink, on the subject of lib- 
rary co-operation. It seems to the compiler 
of this review, who without the close co- 
operation of many colleagues, would have 
had nothing to write about, that there is a 
remarkable amount of practical co-opera- 
tion already being practised in South Afri- 
ca. This has come about not from above, 
but from below; each library and librarian 
deciding, after reasonable reflection and a 
consideration of local resources, what his 
or her contribution to the general biblio- 

(Continued on p. 78) 
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A BIOLOGIST ON LIBRARIES 
(Continued from p. 56) 


BROKEN RUNS 


This leads me to the last suggestion I 
want to make. We have in the Republic 
many broken runs of periodicals; many 
important periodicals are not in the Re- 
public at all. Yet the effectiveness of our 
research effort is to a marked extent reduced 
by these gaps. Would it not be possible to 
prepare a short list of chronic deficiencies 
and circulate them to all technical libraries 
asking them to pay particular attention to 
making good these deficiencies as they con- 
tinue to capitalise with periodicals. Certainly 
there must be some overlapping, but I sus- 
pect that the lack of co-operation in this 
field often leads to reduplication when the 
country as a whole would be better served 
by variety. 

I hope that we shall presently see an 
appreciation of the fact that this is a 
national problem and that if a national 
central scientific library is an unwarranted 
expense, nevertheless some co-ordinating 
body would be an asset. As time goes on 
the problem should perhaps become easier. 
The present scene in scientific publication 
is confused: there are new and _ highly 
specialised journals — the journal of Insect 
Physiology is one which comes to my 
mind immediately as an example. Only a 
few laboratories require such journals for 
immediate consultation. For this reason they 
are most desirable. But there remain what 
I consider a dead weight of general scientific 
journals which publish in all fields. These, 
however honoured they may be by tradi- 
tion and high standards, are wasteful of 
money at a time when more specialised 
laboratories and therefore more specialised 
libraries are the order of the day. It is 
acceptable to a University to subscribe to a 
journal which contains a fragment of 
physics, an odd contribution in chemistry 
and a bit of botany — but a laboratory 
which is dealing purely with, say, chemistry, 
is being forced to waste money if it has to 
subscribe to a journal in which only, say, 
10% of the papers are of interest — but 
because that 10% are important, the other 
90% has to be paid for. 
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The C.S.I.R. is considering at the moment 
some rationalisation of our own publishing 
practice. Much of it is unquestionably waste- 
ful and I believe we should recognise and 
accept that one of the requirements of 
science libraries today is that results should 
be published in such a form as to ensure 
that the relevant papers, and no more than 
the relevant papers, can be readily avail- 
able to the research scientist, so that when 
the need arises, he may consult them im- 
mediately. 

I fear that what I have had to say is 
probably of most limited interest: books 
and periodicals are as much a part of the 
equipment of my laboratory as hardware. 
So inevitably I am deeply concerned about 
the user aspect of the problem, and I hope 
that a few of the points I have raised may 
bear fruit, though I am certain that many 
of the suggestions I have made are foolish. 


READING IN BED 


Maybe I should have talked rather about 
what I read in bed, for then my tastes are 
more catholic. But I must confess to the 
weakness of wanting to own books, so little 
of my bed-time reading is drawn from the 
University Library. Moreover I am but a 
poor man once I have paid for the scientific 
periodicals to which I subscribe, a vice I 
developed in a University where library cen- 
tralisation effectively made periodicals un- 
obtainable and I think you might construe 
any account of my leisure reading as a 
subtle advertisement for Penguin Books. 

But before I sit me down, I would like to 
take this opportunity of acknowledging a 
great debt which I have incurred, often I 
fear with bad grace. This is my personal 
indebtedness to library workers both here 
at Rhodes and in Natal. They have not only 
served me generously, but, and this I marvel 
at, have kept a stiff upper lip and a smile 
upon their faces — if the facts of anatomy 
allow such a concurrence of muscular ac- 
tions — when I have descended upon them 
full of strange oaths. I have the greatest of 
pleasure in thanking them here before their 
peers both for their co-operation and their 
forbearance. 
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Louis HENRI MEuRANT, 1811—1893 


Waar ONS in hierdie rubriek steeds die aan- 
dag vestig op die verskyning van nuwe Afri- 
kaanse boeke, is dit alleen paslik dat ons 
vanjaar melding maak van die feit dat die 
eerste Afrikaanse boek honderd jaar gelede 
verskyn het. Dit was nl. die anonieme poli- 
tieke pamflet, Zamenspraak tusschen Klaas 
Waarzegger en Jan Twyfelaar, over het on- 
derwerp van Afscheiding tusschen de Oos- 
telijke en Westelijke Provincie. Hierdie feit 
is vry algemeen bekend by almal wat belang 
stel in die Afrikaanse taal, maar die man 
wat verantwoordelik is vir die geskrif, is op 
verre na nie so goed bekend nie. Trouens, 
tot byna sewentig jaar na die verskyning 
van die pamflet, was dit nog vrywel onbe- 
kend dat Louis Henri Meurant die skrywer 
daarvan was. 


Oor hierdie man, wat in baie opsigte 
merkwaardig was, wil ons een en ander 
meedeel. Toe hy die bogenoemde pamflet 
geskryf het, was hy reeds vyftig jaar oud 
en magistraat op Cradock, maar hy het toe 
al ’n interessante loopbaan agter die rug 
gehad. 


As seun van ’n afgetrede Switsers-Franse 
skeepsoffisier wat hom as winkelier in Kaap- 
stad kom vestig het, is hy in 1811 in die 
Moederstad gebore. Op sewejarige leeftyd 
verloor hy sy moeder, ’n Engelse dame, en 
groei hy op onder die sorg van die familie 
van M. J. Smit, ’n plaaslike boumeester, 
met wie se dogter hy ook later trou. 


Sy vader het in 1823 vir Greig geldelik 
gehelp om ’n drukkery te begin op voor- 
waarde dat hy die jong Louis in diens 
neem en as drukker oplei. So het dit ge- 
beur dat Meurant in die stryd om die vry- 
heid van die pers beland het toe Lord 
Charles Somerset in 1824 die South African 
Commercial Advertiser wat deur Greig ge- 
druk is, verbied het. 
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VAN 1961 


deur 
D. L. EHLERS 


As volleerde drukker en blykbaar op soek 
na avontuur, vertrek die sewentienjarige 
seun in 1828 op ’n jagtog na die binneland 
en die volgende jaar neem hy aan sy eerste 
Kafferoorlog deel. In 1830 koop hy ’n druk- 
pers en van 1831 af tree die twintigjarige 
jongman na vore as drukker, uitgewer en 
redakteur van die Graham’s Town Journal. 
Sewe jaar later verkoop hy die drukkery 
aan Robert Godlonton en begin ‘n klein- 
handelsaak, maar in 1840 word hy die druk- 
ker van die Cape Frontier Times. Van 1844 
tot 1850 gee hy weer sy eie Hollandse koe- 
rantjie uit in Grahamstad, nl. Het Kaapsche 
Grensblad waarin ook Afrikaanse stukke 
verskyn. 

Intussen het hy as tolk opgetree by die 
oorhandiging van die Bybel aan die Voor- 
trekkerleier Uys in 1837 en was hy ook in 
1845 beédigde vertaler by die hooggeregs- 
hof. Hy het ook aan die Kafferoorloé van 
1837, 1846—47 en 1850—53 deelgeneem en 
was onder andere kommandant van die 
Grahamstadse naturellemag. Hy tree op as 
tolk by die samesprekings tussen Hogg en 
Owen en genl. A. W. J. Pretorius wat die 
Sandrivier-Konvensie van 1852 voorafgaan 
en is ook ooggetuie van die rampspoedige 
slag by Berea waar die Engelse deur die 
Basoetoes verslaan is. 

In 1853 is hy aangestel as magistraat en 
hierdie pos beklee hy agtereenvolgens op 
Katrivier, Cradock, Fort Beaufort, Clan- 
william en Riversdal. In 1884 word hy lid 
van die Wetgewende Raad vir Noordoos- 
Kaapland tot 1890 en van 1891 tot 1892 
vir Suidwes-Kaapland. In 1885 het sy her- 
inneringe aan die stryd om die vryheid van 
die pers en sy eie ondervindinge as uit- 
gewer in Grahamstad die lig gesien onder 
die titel, Sixty years ago. 

Die gegewens hierbo kom voor in Dr. G. 
S. Nienaber se uitgawe van die Zamen- 
spraak namens die Patriot-Vereniging in 
1940. Dit kom my egter voor of dr. Nie- 
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naber nie kennis gedra het van ’n artikel 
oor Meurant in die Zingari van 22 Mei 
1874 nie. Dié artikel bevat baie interessante 
gegewens en is geskryf om te protesteer 
teen sy verplasing na Clanwilliam. Daar 
word gesé dat hy beter verdien het as ,,to 
be exiled to the burning sands of Clan- 
william there to eke out a miserable exist- 
ence!’ Daar word ook vermeld dat genl. 
A. W. J. Pretorius hom die pos van Staats- 
sekretaris van Transvaal aangebied het en 
dat hy deur vriende in Bloemfontein ver- 
soek is om hom as President van die Vry- 
staat verkiesbaar te stel. Hy was ook ’n 
groot vriend van Piet Retief en het hom ’n 
boek oor Romeins-Hollandse reg as geskenk 
gegee. 

Meurant was geen yweraar vir die er- 
kenning van Afrikaans nie, maar ’n mens 
kan seker sé dat hierdie skerpsinnige man 
die eerste was wat besef het dat Afrikaans 
’n taal op sy eie was en wat hierdie taal 
as medium met groot sukses gebruik het 
om die Boerevolk te bereik. Om hierdie 
rede verdien sy naam eervolle vermelding 
in die kronieke van die ontwikkeling van 
Afrikaans. ’n Mens vind dit dus vreemd 
dat daar onlangs ’n vollengte-film oor die 
Afrikaanse taal gemaak is waarin die naam 
van Louis Henri Meurant skitter deur sy 
afwesigheid. 


LETTERKUNDE 


BELCHER, R. K. Ver land. H.A.U.M. 

In sy tweede digbundel bevestig hierdie 
jong student van Stellenbosch die gunstige 
indruk wat hy enkele jare gelede met sy 
eerste bundel gemaak het. Die digter dek 
in die skraal bundeltjie ’n groot verskeiden- 
heid — daar is gedigte met ’n ernstige gods- 
dienstige inslag, speelse liedjies soos die 
Kaapse Kleurlinge soms sing, liefdesgedigte 
en satiriese verse. Oor die algemeen is daar 
meer soberheid en rypheid te bespeur as in 
die vorige bundel. 


DE KLERK, H. P. In ’n ou Kaapse tuin. 

Tafelberg. 

Onderwysers wat soms soek na ’n ge- 
skikte stuk om op te voer, sal hierdie toneel- 
stuk waarin kinders van ses tot vyftien kan 
speel, verwelkom. Dit speel af in die tuin 
van *n ou Kaapse herewoning in die jaar 


1760 in die vorm van ’n sprokie wat deur 
’n ou slawevrou vertel word. Die skryfster 
het geen moeite ontsien om volledige inlig- 
ting in verband met décor, kleredrag en by- 
passende musiek te verskaf nie. As al haar 
aanduidings uitgevoer word sal die atmos- 
feer van die vergange tyd werklik in die 
opvoering van die stuk herleef. 


JOUBERT, L. Meulenhof se mense. Human 

& Rousseau. 

Hierdie verhaal is geskryf in die vorm 
van briewe wat deur ’n onderwyseres aan 
haar verloofde gerig word. Dit speel af in 
die jaar 1904. Sy het in die Boland kom 
skool hou en loseer by drie susters wat in 
’n deftige historiese Kaaps-Hollandse huis 
woon, maar wat dit nie te breed het nie, al- 
hoewel hulle nog steeds uiterlik die stoere 
familietrots probeer handhaaf. Ongelooflik 
baie gebeur in die eerste paar maande van 
1904 en uiteindelik word die susters deur 
volhardende mans uit hul armoede gehelp. 
Dit is ’n gawe storie wat onderhoudend en 
met beskaafde insig vertel word. Die skryf- 
ster is niemand minder as die begaafde 
Henriette Grové nie. Ek wil egter die hoop 
uitspreek dat sy die tema van drie oujong- 
susters nou sal ontgroei. Ek meen dat sy 
dit nou al drie keer — elke keer met ander 
variasies weliswaar — in haar boeke ge- 
bruik het. 


MIKRO: Die rooi léer. Van Schaik. 

Die skrywer noem hierdie toneelstuk ’n 
satiriese klug. Hy probeer om op grappige 
wyse die draak te steek met ons land se 
staatsamptenare met hul eienaardige op- 
vatting van waardigheid en terselfdertyd 
skets hy ’n paar tipes wat ’n mens in die 
staatsdiens aantref. Om ’n geslaagde klug te 
skryf, is *"n moeilike taak en die skrywer het 
nie altyd aan die gevare ontkom nie. Dik- 
wels verval hy in ietwat banale lawwighede 
wat hy met groter versigtigheid en meer 
selfbeheersing kon vermy het. 


VAN MELLE, J. Verspeelde lente. Nasio- 
nale boekhandel. 

Dis ’n somber gedagte dat hierdie skry- 
wer, alhoewel hy reeds agt jaar gelede dood 
is, vir my nog steeds een van ons beste 
prosaskrywers is. Ook in hierdie verhaal 
wat eers in ’n tydskrif verskyn het, en nou 
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vir die eerste keer as boek beskikbaar is, 
blyk sy meesterskap onteenseglik. Die so- 
berheid en strakke saaklikheid van sy ver- 
teltrant is voortreflik. Waar hy in enkele 
bladsye die laaste ure van Pop le Roux be- 
skryf, bereik hy so ’n ontroerende eenvoud 
as wat maar selde, indien ooit, in Afrikaans 
geéwenaar is. Ek wens ons jong skrywers 
wil Van Melle lees en herlees. 


GESKIEDENIS EN LEWENSBESKRYWINGE 


KRUGER, D. W. Paul Kruger. Dagbreek. 

Alhoewel daar met verloop van jare ’n 
aansienlike stapel literatuur om die figuur 
van President Kruger opgegroei het, was 
dit steeds ’n leemte dat daar geen volwaar- 
dige biografie van hom in Afrikaans be- 
staan het nie. Hierdie leemte probeer die 
skrywer nou vul. Dit is die eerste deel van 
sy werk en dit dek die tydperk 1825—1883. 
Die skrywer het nie slegs alle beskikbare 
biblioteke en argiewe in Suid-Afrika gefyn- 
kam nie, maar kon ook argiewe in Engeland, 
Nederland, Frankryk en Portugal besoek. 
Die resultaat is dus ’n stewige stuk werk. 
Alhoewel dit op intensiewe navorsing berus, 
het die skrywer nogtans daarin geslaag om 
die boek in ’n maklik-leesbare trant te 
skryf. 

SWART, C. R. Kinders van Suid-Afrika. 

Nasionale boekhandel. 

Hierdie boekie is jare gelede, toe ons hui- 
dige staatspresident hom nog met joernalis- 
tieke werk besig gehou het, geskryf. Tog 
verdien dit hierdie herdruk en mooier for- 
maat ryklik. Padlangs en sonder veel om- 
haal van woorde word hier aan die kinders 
van vandag vertel van die heldedade van 
kinders uit ons geskiedenis. Ons maak onder 
andere kennis met die seun van Pieter Re- 
tief, Dirkie Uys, Helena Lotrie, Rachel de 
Beer en Japie Greyling. Mense vir wie som- 
mige van hierdie name vreemd klink, soos 
dié van Helena Lotrie vir my geklink het, 
behoort kennis te maak met hierdie boekie. 
Hulle sal nie teleurgestel word nie. 


SOSIOLOGIE EN GODSDIENS 
KOTZE, J. C. G. Ras, volk en nasie in 
terme van die Skrif. C.S.V. 


Die skrywer is professor aan die Teolo- 
giese Kweekskool op Stellenbosch. Hy het 
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’n ernstige studie gemaak van rassebetrek- 
kinge en talle gesaghebbende volkekundige, 
sosiologiese en teologiese geskrifte geraad- 
pleeg. Die gevolgtrekkings waartoe hy ge- 
raak het, vind ons in bogenoemde boek 
sistematies uiteengesit. Die slotsom waar- 
toe hy kom, kan saamgevat word in die 
opsomming van die tien gebooie wat in die 
Nuwe Testament voorkom en wat met hier- 
die woorde eindig: ,Jy moet jou naaste 
liefhé soos jouself.” 


SMALL, A. Die eerste steen. H.A.U.M. 

Die skrywer het reeds bekendheid ver- 
werf as digter en denker. In hierdie boekie 
beskryf hy as Kleurling die beperkings waar- 
onder sy mense gebuk gaan. Hy pleit met 
’n groot mate van oortuigingskrag vir die 
beoefening van opregte Christelike liefde in 
alle verhoudings tussen mens en mens. Baie 
lesers sal moontlik nie saamstem met som- 
mige argumente wat die skrywer besig en 
met die gevolgtrekkings waartoe hy kom 
nie, maar almal behoort oortuig te wees 
van die eerlikheid en erns waarmee hy 
skryf. Dit is beslis ’n boek waarvan almal 
wat belang stel in die opvattings en gevoe- 
lens van ’n opgevoede Kleurling, kennis 
behoort te neem. 


STRATING, H. Wangedrag van dogters. 
H.A.U.M. 


Die gevare waaraan jong dogters in ons 
stede bloot gestel is en hoe maklik dit is 


om te struikel, behoef geen betoog nie. Al-, 


mal wat belang stel in die maatskaplike wel- 
syn van ons jeug is daarmee bekend. Dit is 
in dié lig dat ’n boek soos hierdie een wat 
op eerstehandse ondersoek na ’n groot aan- 
tal gevalle van dogters wat die spoor byster 
geraak het, berus, verwelkom moet word. 
Ouers, opvoeders en maatskaplike werkers 
kan hier lees watter faktore struikelblokke 
is op die pad van gesonde ontwikkeling en 
kan-dus help om toestande te skep wat dit 
vir jong dogters makliker sal maak om die 
regte koers te hou. 


VERTALINGS 


CAMUS, A. Die klip wat groei. Nasionale 
boekhandel. 
Eindelik kan Afrikaanse lesers nou in hul 
eie taal kennis maak met die voortreflike 
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prosakuns van een van die grootste skry- 
wers van ons tyd wat op jeugdige ouderdom 
die Nobel-prys ontvang het en helaas, ver- 
lede jaar op 47-jarige leeftyd oorlede is. 
Wat ons hier aangebied word, is een van 
sy korter prosawerke, maar wie daarmee 
kennis gemaak het, sal dadelik getref word 
deur die skrywer se uitnemende talent. Sy 
groter werke is in Engels vertaal onder die 
volgende titels: The Outsider, The Pest 
en The Fall. 


KASTNER, E. Die verlore miniatuur. Mas- 
kew Miller. 

Erich Kastner is ’n Duitse skrywer wat 
reeds in baie dele van die wéreld bekend is, 
want sy boeke word in verskeie tale ver- 
taal. Baie lesers het seker al met Engelse 
vertalings van sy werke kennis gemaak. Hy 
is "n skrywer van sprankelende ontspan- 
ningslektuur. Hierdie boekie is dan ook ’n 
uitstekende spanningsverhaal waarin speur- 
werk, liefde en skerts op intelligente wyse 
tot ’n geheel saamgevleg word. 
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graphical welfare shall be. Such co-opera- 
tion, no doubt, is untidy to those with tidy 
minds, but it is immeasurably more profit- 
able in the long — and short — run, than 
a neatly-devised schedule imposed in the 
name of some vague over-will. It is pro- 
foundly to be hoped that when these mat- 
ters come to be reviewed within a nation- 
wide framework, these considerations will 
be kept in mind, and that the freely-playing 
human spirit will not be required to stand 
to attention in an increasingly conformist 
society. 
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RECENT SOUTH AFRICAN BOOKS IN ENGLISH 


by 
J. C. QUINTON 


EDUCATION 


BURROWS, H. R. and others: A short 
history of the University College of Fort 
Hare, 1916—1959. Lovedale press. 

This is a very welcome addition to South 
African educational literature, since any 
detailed information on Fort Hare seems 
hitherto to have been rather scanty. The gap 
has now been filled and the researcher is 
sure to find this authoritative material more 
than adequate to his purpose. The title in 
fact belies the true scope of the work which 
contains several pages of statistics and de- 
scriptive text. Professor Burrows who was 
Principal of the College from 1957 until 
1959 was assisted and advised in his task 
of compilation by Professors Alexander 
Kerr and Z. K. Matthews. The first few 
pages contain touching tributes to the com- 
piler, delivered at a memorial service in his 
honour in Grahamstown cathedral on Oc- 
tober the 26th, 1960. 


THOMSON, D. H. The story of a school: 
.a Short history of Wynberg Boys’ High 
School. Wynberg old boys’ union. 

The Wynberg Boys’ High School cele- 
brated its double-diamond jubilee on the 
Ist June, 1961, on which memorable day 
honour was paid to 120 years of service to 
the commuity. This is the story of the 
origin and growth of the heritage. Any 
school could indeed be legitimately proud 
to have its history so thoroughly written 
up. So many are after all fobbed off with 
thin little brochures, but here, to use the 
modern colloquial expression, “is the 
works”: maps, statistics, facsimile pro- 
grammes, rolls of honour, plans, photo- 
graphs and an informative and varied text 
are brought together to do justice to an 
institution worthy of the author’s and, one 
has no doubt, the Old Boys’ wholesome 
reverence and respect. 


ETHNOLOGY 


DIAS, A. J. Portuguese contribution to cul- 
tural anthropology. Witwatersrand univ. 
press. 


Professor Dias of the Instituto Superior 
de Estudos Ultramarino in Lisbon visited 
South Africa in 1959 and delivered these 
lectures before the Institute with the object 
of describing and interpreting for South 
Africans the extent of the Portuguese con- 
tribution to Western civilization. He firstly 
assesses the significance of Portuguese dis- 
coveries for modern social science; secondly 
he describes the Makonde people of North- 
ern Mocambique and Southern Tanganyika, 
and thirdly he presents a sort of self-portrait 
of the Portuguese people. The little book is 
of considerable interest all through, but 
perhaps particularly so in the final section 
with its deft observation camouflaged by 
deceptive simplicity. 

Law 
Law for the layman, by an Advocate of the 
supreme court. S.A.B.C. 

This brochure is based on six talks given 
in August and September, 1960, on the 
English service of the S.A.B.C. The title 
is somewhat misleading, as these modest 
thirty pages deal almost exclusively with 
civil law, more particularly with that branch 
of it called the Law of Persons. The aim 
is to familiarize the ordinary citizen with 
those important principles of civil law which 
pertain to the management and control of 
factors which affect the more intimate de- 
tails concerning his personal life. The prin- 
ciples are treated under the following heads: 
Birth and Domicile; Legal Status, Minority 
and the Law of Adoption of Children; the 
Sexes and Marriage; Legal consequences of 
Marriage and Legal grounds for divorce; 
the Pros and Cons of Antenuptial contracts, 
and To die without a Will. In as much as 
lawyers often complain, with complete jus- 
tification, about the general ignorance of 
the law amongst the citizenry, this book, 
when studied carefully, will have served a 
very useful purpose indeed. 


LITERATURE 
CAMPBELL, R. D. Poems by Roy Camp- 


bell. Chosen and introduced by Uys Krige. 
Maskew Miller. 
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Uys Krige provides a longish and very 
informative introduction to this fine selec- 
tion. Not only has he much of point and 
interest to say about the poems themselves, 
but he blends direct criticism and apprecia- 
tion with the wider aspect of comparison, 
tracing the poet’s growth from the some- 
what blustering immaturity of the Flaming 
Terrapin (written when he was seventeen) 
to the mellowed and gentler magnificence 
of his artistic adulthood, and underlining 
his debt to the modern French poets. There 
is a section comprising nine translated 
poems, and another entitled Later Poems, 
a selection of six written between 1946 and 
1957. The selections all through are chrono- 
logically arranged. 


DODD, A. D. ed. Short stories by South 

African writers. Juta. 

The editor explains in his introduction 
that these stories are “individual tales com- 
plete in themselves and not excerpts depict- 
ing incidents in longer works of fiction.” 
They were written either by authors born 
in South Africa, or by writers who, though 
born elsewhere, established their literary 
reputations in this country. With one excep- 
tion, the Charcoal burners by Uys Krige, 
the stories are of South African scenes, and 
the choice has been made as representative 
as possible, since the author’s aim is in the 
first place to provide a means for the study 
of the South African short story in the 
schools, and furthermore to provide a 
glimpse of the country both past and con- 
temporary. He hopes that the volume will 
give some indication of the diversity, both 
of subject and treatment, that is to be found 
in South African short story literature. All 
this is very commendable, but one wonders 
whether the selection, even within its in- 
tentionally limited scope, is representative 
enough. The name of Herman Charles Bos- 
man comes easily to mind. Still, the work 
of the selector is unenviable, and the re- 
mark is more a passing reflection than 
deliberate criticism. 


SECOND WoRLD WAR 


TURNER, L. C. F. and others: War in the 
Southern oceans, 1939—1945. Oxford 
univ. press. 


SOUTH AFRICAN LIBRARIES 


It is with a sort of retrospective chill down 
the spine that one reads this absorbing ac- 
count of the deadly struggle between the 
Allies and Germany for the control of the 
trade routes and oceans around our coasts. 
For who in our coastal cities, except a 
limited number of people in the know, could 
have realized in those years of comparative 
security and the comforting realization of 
being far removed from the scene of terror, 
that danger was in fact always perilously 
near, and that U-boats were prying at us 
from the portals of Table Bay and were 
sinking ships within sight of our shores. 
The authors have had access to official do- 
cuments from both Allied and German 
sources, and have benefited from the advice 
and knowledge of staff officers on both 
sides. The result is an authoritative account, 
well-documented and illustrated, which is 
sure to attract an eager body of readers. 
It is important to mention that the authors 
give full honour to the great and often 
heroic réle played by the South African 
naval and air patrol. 


POLITICS 


BROUGHTON, M. Press and politics of 

South Africa. Purnell. 

This book, by the recently retired editor 
of the Cape Argus, is in many ways a 
strange amalgam of the pleasing and the 
perplexing. It is at once frank, factual and 
informative, particularly the section on the 
press, and at times irritatingly prolix. One 
is constantly aware of the author’s erudi- 
tion and vituosity, and his ability to pene- 
trate to the heart of a problem, or to de- 
light with a sudden flash of illumination. 
But there is, too, a disturbing awareness of 
the work having been too hurriedly tackled, 
of a canvas too large and colours too subtle 
and varied to permit even the master hand 
to “pull off’? a tour de force within a day. 
The prose at times unrelaxedly trips over 
its own feet, and one wishes that there could 
have been more care in the presentation 
— a couple of months devoted to quiet 
revision and some very necessary pruning. 
Still, the major impression, despite obscure 
passages here and there and the inevitable 
matter of differences of opinion, is that 
(Continued on p. 42) 
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